WU TLX WSH 


W ^ 

C w 

Ssi 


W ^ 

T CjJ 

§ W 


/ 


NAVCOMSTA WSH 




AM H 36 


TLX 140 GOVT PD 


bUPUCATE OF TELEPHONE TELEGRAM 


WASHINGTON DC 28 117A EDT 


*£ Jli-.yivs jtiTjss V— a 


TU 


: n (;!• »r-s'T 

- Itlil Lo * 




MARYANNA SMELLOW, BIRD DIV., 

20 >60 mis ^ S'- 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE, WASHD(/ PR0M SENCE.’C 1 .H. 

280536Z* ACTION DESERET TEST CENTER, FORT DOUGLAS, UTAH., 

YOUR INFORMATION WITH COMHAWSEAFRON, PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII. 

1. 1000 LIVE ORNITODOROS SENT VIA AMERMAN AS PLANNED. 

2. HOSTS FROM MARCH LEEWARD SURVEY WERE BLACK FOOTED AND LAYSAN 

& 

ALBATROSS. 

.. .-./•£ g, | % XOD 

3. LETTER FOLLOWS. T- c?^ <v q wv 

MAIL ED| 

A.B. AMERSON, U.S.. COAST GUARD LOR STATION., JOHNSTON PQ 115^ A 






AIRMAIL 


April 28 , 1964 


Dr. Charles A. Ely 
6139 Pahukula Street 
Kuliouou, Kamil 


Dear Dr. Ely: 

you my have noticed one short line in tty journal entry on the 
meeting with Sudduth referring to the July, August and September SOS 
cruises. For reasons obvious to you the schedule will be changed 
for these months. Other reasons are that we have, now for the first 
time, a ship at S. I. disposal. It can be used up to 25 days per 
month (it must have 5 days R and R in port each month) and carry 7 
S.I. man anywhere. This gives the Pacific Project a bit of freedom 
to get to other places and gather needed data and Dr. Humphrey 
decided July, August and September would be the best months. 

(ELease feel free to change, elaborate and strengthen rationalisations). 


So - now - the tentative plans are that either the month of July 
or September should be a at-sea survey and Leeward trip - sort of like 
the Scribbles on the Map. The two remaining months should be a trip 
to the Marshalls and Gilberts, then to an R and R stop at Pago Pago 
or Guadalcanal and return. At Dr. Humphrey's request Fred has drawn 
up a proposed schedule for this trip which is enclosed. All this is 
tentative, pending your and Pat's revisions. The University of 
Hawaii boys will not have to be aboard the Marshall-Gilbert trip but 
salinities and bt’s should be taken. The main purpose of landing 
parties is to band the "bejesus" out of birds, do some collecting,and 
make only a brief general survey. Long would probably not be best 
used here. (These may seem like stupid statements to you, they were 
Dr. Humphrey's patient, answers to my stupid questions). 


You know, I am neglecting Pat, I hope you are keeping him up to 
date. I couldn't hope to keep up with him anyway - I can't even buy 
great cards as fast as he can.'And, speaking of cards, did you see 
the latest flattering one? You were the only SI male in Honolulu 
that didn't sign it!! I really must remember to write my name on my 
garters so they don*t get confused with some tramp's!! 


Stop in and see us sometime! 


Sincerely yours. 


Enc. 


Mary anna Smell ow 





AIRMAIL 


April 28 , 19Si 


Mr. William 0, Wirtz, II- 

Gmithsonian Party 

US Coast Guard LCflAH Station 

tEH Air Station 5080 

FPO, San Francisco, California 

Dear Bill: 

I feel like doing something different - and -writing to you 
certainly is these days. Each morning, I have the greatest plans 
and start organizing ey desk for the day and it seems like when 
I've finished organizing there is no tirae left to do anything. 

I suppose this should come from Dr. Ely hut I feel like usurping 
some- power and he is too far away to kick. There are a couple of 
problems about personnel for June. One of them is Khre. I just got 
word the other day that tliere is a question about Fleet's security 
clearance and he will have to be retained in Washington until it is 
cleared up. I hope this is not serious and won't take long but 
cannot plan on sending him bads, to Rare right now. I know that is 
s blow to you - believe me, it is here too. Dr. Humphrey is 100 
percent behind him, however, and every possible move will be made to 
straighten things out quickly. (All this, srafcurally, is strictly 
between you and me). I haven't written you about Fleet's raise, 
either. This was discussed previously and it was decided to wait 
and hear a recommendation from you when you returned. How, of 
course, that will also have to wait pending final clearance. Bob 
has no knowledge of the problem, yet. Dr. Humphrey will work it 
out with him when he returns. I don't know who Dr, Ely will send, 

to Kure, but it will be the best man available. We have several 

good men reporting for work in June, July, and August, but a 
shortage for the first of June. This Coast Guard situation is 
at a stand still. As you remember, CG Ik is autonomous and contacts 
in Washington do no good- The head men at CG Ik headquarters are 
very disturbed at DESERET and SI and being a bit unreasonable at 
present. They maintain strongly that the individual LOEAH station 
captains have no authority to let a can on for a single night. And 
they say just as vehemently that there shall be no third man allowed, 

even for a short overlap at replacement times. Dr. Ely has tried 





Bill Wirtz 


April 28, 1964 


P-2 


himself and we have tried through DTC, all with no success. Now there 
is promise of a meeting between the DTC general and his Coast Guard 
14 counterpart and at that time it is hoped all win be smoothed over. 
I'm sure you get the feeling that Kure is being neglected but it isn't 
so. It is just that I haven't had the time to eormaunicate to you all 
the futile attempts. I hope you have been talking to Dr. Ely lately 
and don't feel so far away as before. 


We have thoroughly enjoyed your letters, particularly the "I hats" 
15th Progress Report. Dr. Zusi got back from Doniniea last week and 
went into hysterics over the letter. He had that look of understanding 
<$v*n whan rolling on the floor. Several people asked for copies and 
you will notice it is being circulated to all field parties. 


It will be good to have you back here in the office - your ability 
to laugh at horrible situations is needed here too. And Dr. Humphrey 
will be so glad to have his fellow optimist near-by. He has had some 
rough sessions lately but as always bounces back. I am enclosing some 
notes on the most recent meeting of the powers-that-be . Theoretically, 
it was to discuss the new contract amendment (funding Gould's program, 
etc,, nothing much new) and to gain approval of same. As you can see, 
the amendment seemed to be only a starting point for other things. 
Nothing drastic. No real problems with the amendment, either, it just 
has to be completely rewritten and presented in a different manner - 
primarily financial accounting for past and present activities. I 
think the journal entry along with this letter should go no further 
than you. I am just trying to Inflate the ego of a GS-11JI You have 
no idea how good for the waist this bowing and scrapingfis, according 
to Pat's instructions but I feel like a dispensation should be made 
with low Bummer necklines coming in. None of us want to show what 
we haven't got l ! 

I feel real guilty when I think about Bess. I haven't been very 
good about calling her. She must be equally as busy, I guess, be¬ 
cause she hasn't called either. How is the mail situation there now? 

Do you get mail with some regularity? 


Tell George not to get too upset - he made it quite clear that he 
didn't want to stay on Kure the rest of his life, I hate court rooms 
and have no intention of being the 3rd party to divorce proceedings.... 

I hardly feel like our relationship has warranted such a threat any¬ 
way! 




Bill Wirtz 


April 28, 1964 



I’m sending mare supplies - the film and scaleparts and raincoat. 
Anything else masta? Tell tae how you feel about the rainsuit ? ¥e 
can get more - they are $10 - the next best is $25• 

I think Merrill wrote you while I was away - and everything is 
okay on collecting the whale jaw. I think he said to heave the pint 
glass jars and I am in doubt about this. You are as well aware of the 
situation as I am. We have to use pint glass jars to ship the chemicals 
in and they cost money. They' cost $3.00/dz. (approximately). Bow, 
which is cheaper, shipping back or buying new onesI ?! 

Many congratulations on bringing the GO around. X have the feeling. 
Bill, that you must have put a lot of time and energy into re-cultivating 
the relationship. It’s a real accomplishment. How would you like to 
stay in Honolulu about a month and work on CG-14? 

We loved your 'white god* joke.' I am sending it to Bess since I 
know you would want her to know what you are doing. 

Well, Cheerful Charlie, hope you can keep cool and copesetic 
another month. 


’Bye, 


Maryanns Smellow 


c: Dr. Ely 
Enclosure 

Journal Entry [4/22/64] 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


April ??, 1964 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Maryanna: 



Enclosed you will find A the letter I wrote to Mr. John Bushman con¬ 
cerning the ticks I collected and sent to him via Ken Amerman. I suppose 
you also received the info copies of the TWX* s concerning the shipment. 

I hope that the number will be sufficient. If they want more, I hope that 
they specify how they want them sent. At the present time they are very 
plentiful, but only on one portion of the island. 

Will you find out if blood samples are wanted from here by DTC? I 
would prefer to take the samples rather than have them send someone doi^n 
here (like the chief). Just have them let me know how many they want. I 
would suggest 10 samples from each species (and age groups where possible). 

I believe that all the necessary supplies are here for taking samples. 

There would have to be a dry ice shipment, however, so they could be sent 
back. The freezer still has not arrived, but hopefully it vdll arrive $$ 
shortly. If samples are wanted, the freezer should be located and speeded 
on down here. 

Since the tick population has exploded I think it best that I stay 
out here at least until the end of May. By that time maybe even the bird 
washing machine will be out here. This added time will be needed for the 
current study. I don't know who will replace me, but someone should be 
alerted. I would also like to possibly go to Eniwetok and Kwajelierv before 
returning to DC, to survey the bird fauna each place. It should be done 
sometimes. I could leave here on Sunday, get to Kwajelien that day, leave 
on the Wednesday flight for Eniwetok and return to Honolulu on the following 
Monday flight. Since I want to stay down here on Sand a little longer it 
may be best to put this trip off until a later date. Orders would have to 
be cut for the trio also, I suooose. 


Since reIv yours, 



A. B. Amerson, Jr. 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


cc: Dr. C. A. Ely 

P.S. Will you send several of those large mailing tubes and two of the 


smaller ones. We are completely out of them. T used the last two (and 
only two) for the above shipment. 




April 27, 1964 


Mr. John Bushman 
Deseret Test Center 
Fort Douglas 
Salt Lake City. Utah 


Dear Mr. Bushmans 

Under separate oover I am sending one thousand (1000) live specimens 
of Oraithodoros capensis from Sand Island, Johnston Atoll. There are 20 
vials with 50+ specimens per vial. Nino hundred of these specimens came 
from the Sooty Tern colony and one hundred came from Common Noddy Tern 
nests. Each vial is labeled, I hope these reach you in excellent condl* 
tion as they were collected yesterday and today. 

If any of the specimens die or are preserved, I am sure that Mr. Glen 
M. Kohls, Sanitarian Director, U.S.P.H., Rocky mountain Lab., Hamilton, 
Montana would like to look at them. He is currently working on the taxon¬ 
omy of this species complex. He has %iso been identifying the ticks 
collected by the Pacific Project. 

If you need any more ticks from Sand Island, Johnston Atoll, let me 
know and I will do ny best to collect them. Be sure to give quantity 
needed. 

The ticks collected during the March Leeward Survey were taken from 
nests and areas used by Laysan and Black-footed Albatross. 


Best regards. 


cc: Dr, P.S. Humphrey 
Dr. C.A. Ely 


A. B. Araerson, Jr. 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 





SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

April 26, 1964 



(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonia n Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Maryanna: 

When Lt. Hayes left here several weeks ago, he took the station copy 
of the Sand Island Report with him. I don 1 1 know hgow many of the 1 50 
are left, but if one could be spared, ho T< about sending another out here 
for the station? Let them know by a letter that the copy is not for the 
CO, but for the station files. 

I talked to an Air Force Col. last week ( whose name I didn 't get) 
who was out here in 1958* He said that he would send the SI some photos 
made at that time. He had some very interesting comments to make . I 
will try to learn his name, if he doesn ! t write. 

Believe it or not we are in the mist of the rainy season out here. 

It stays cloudy a lot and is slightly cooler. The rains are not very 
heavy, but just a steady drizzle. 

The freezer has not arrived here vet. The person in charge of shi^- 
ing on Johnston told us that everything was backlogged and if it did not 
have a high priority it may take some time for it to get here. I certain¬ 
ly hone it gets here soon. 

ox. O 


Best regards, 



A. B. Amerson, Jr. 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 




} r J 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


* 

25 April 1964 


Mrs. Maryarma Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D. C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

Most hearty greetings from the green god of Kure, We are 
clothed in raiments of silk awaiting the next avian wonder. Will 
the brown booby eggs hatch, will the sooty terns nest on the run¬ 
way, why do those stupid frigates rip up each other's nests and 
break each other's eggs, when will I be bitten by an irate seal 
mother. These are a few of the noble thoughts which mill inside 
my fevered brow, now slovdy burning a chocolate color. 

I have a few important items as grist for your administrative 
mill which I'd appreciate having put between the stones as soon as 
possible. I have received an okay from Dr. Ely, dated 21 April, on 
using Bob Fleet as my replacement at the end of May. Would you 
please process the enclosed itineraries, particularly Bob's, so 
we can wisk him through Washington once more. Bob has one week 
in Washington, at which time I presume you can straighten out his 
travel money, give him some more, and show him the sights of our 
great capitol. Then he'd like two weeks annual leave, which I 
believe he's entitled to, and which he has certainly earned, in 
which to reacquaint himself with the female of the species. And 
then he is ready to return to our most cherished island. 

As for myself I will attempt to control ray emotions for an¬ 
other month, at which time I will certainly be ready for some R 
and R, as our military comrades call it. And even more important, 

I vri.ll return with great mounds of data which I hope to analyze, 
given a few weeks of peace and quiet in my glass cage. 

Most sincerely. 

Green God of Kure 
Senior Mammalogist 
White God (in mind only) 

Research Curator 
Pacific Project 




30 April 1964 


A note of explanation: 


The schedules I intended to send on the 25th are now 
invalid as we have had no plane this week. We are scheduled 
for one tomorrow, at which time George will come in and Bob 
will leave, if we get the plane. 

Therefore, I have retrieved the letters from the 
mailbox, ripped them open, and am sending them on with new 
schedules, which I hope will be good, I trust you will be 
able to reprocess Bob and get him back out here before T for¬ 
get what the world looses like. 



Bill 



Robert R. Fleet 


1 May leave Kure 

arrive Midway 

5 May leave Midway 

arrive Honolulu 

6 May leave Honolulu 

7 May arrive D. C, 

Return .flight to Honolulu to pass through Kansas City with 
a two week layover; fare is $10 cheaper by this route. 


16 May leave D» C. 

a v rn vs Kan sa CM tv 



Approximate duration of Kure Stay 90 days 


I 


W. 0. Wirtz II 


7 June leave Kure 

arrive Midway 

9 June leave Midway 

arrive Honolulu 

10 June leave Honolulu 

11 June arrive D, C. 

Expect to return to Kure beginning of September* 



t 



April 24, 1964 


Dr. Charles A. Ely- 
6139 Pahukula St. 

Kuliouou, Hawaii 
Dear Dr. Ely: 

We have just learned that we will he responsible for the procurement 
of all blood supplies for the June-July trip. W© will also have to supply 
the centrifuge and an operator to process the sample# on the ship. 

We have a brand-new centrifuge here in Washington that will be shipped 
to Honolulu, lhare is also a second-hand centrifuge in the blood supply 
trunk at Pearl City. 2his old centrifuge has 'teen taken on two previous 
trips and is probably in need of lubrication, cleaning and adjustment. 

Since we feel that it would be wise to take a spare centrifuge on 
the trip would you please have Larry Huber take the on® at Pearl City 
somewhere for a check-up? 

George Wisloeki has requested that Ammunition Bosses A, B, and C, 
that were taken on the Leeward trip, be left packed for future trips. 

I believe Maryanaa called about the door on the Piggy-Back Lab. It 
was becoming rickety toward the last part of the Peb-March trip and should 
be checked. 


Sincerely, 



C, Douglas Hackman 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


April 22, 1964 


(Mrs*) Maryanna Sme1low 
Division of Birds 
Smiths ni&n Institution 
Washington, D.G, 


Dear Maryanna: 

Enclosed you will find my signed photograph for Miss Weiss* Say, 
how about breaking out that Polaroid again take some photos around the 
office* We would like pictures of all the secretaries* 


I would like for you to check on my D.C* drivers license* Remember 
I got one before I left, since my Ga license ran out on March 3^ * I was 
given a temporary permit good for fifteen days* They were to mail me a 
permanent one in fifteen days* Anyway I have not received it, unless 
it*s still there in the office* There are some numbers on the temporary 
permit which my be helpful in locating it. They are 2424761 and an 



N.W. Since I haven 1 t been needing a drivers permit since I left Honolulu 
I forgot all about my D.C* license* Tf I don*t get this permit before 
returning, I wo v ? t be able to drive in Honolulu or anywhere else I might 
need it* 

Thanks for the gummed labels and large envelopes with wax paper 
inserted so they won 1 1 stick* We can*t think of any other supplies we 
need at the moment. 

Hope your vacation was a most pleasant one* 


Best regards, 



A. B. Arnerson, Jr 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 
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WASHINGTON DC 22 450P EST 


MARYANNA SMELLOW BIRD DIV 

SMITHSONIAN INST. WASHDC jEFpftRS0N DR,V 5 B^T 9TH AND 12TH ST SW 

22203OZ ACTION DESERET TEST CENTER FORT DOUGLAS UTAH FOR YOUR INFO. 
TO: JOHN BUSHMAN 

/ 

1. ORNITHODOROS CAPIENSlS OBTAINABLE SAND ISLAND, WILL SEND AS MANY AS 
POSSIBLE. 

2. CAN SEND LIVE SHIPMENT VIA KEN AMERMAN TO ARRIVE HOMO MIDNIGHT 27 
APRIL BY MATS N2S. 

3. HAVE SOMEONE MEET AMERMAN AT HICKAM WITH NECESSARY CUSTOMS PERMIT. 

\ % 

4. REQUEST CONFIRMATION. 

A.B. AMERSON CGLORSTA JOHNSTON 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATUS NATIONAL MUSFUM 
r -ashin(fton 25, D.C. 


Villiam 0. T irtz II 
U.S.C.G. LORAN Station 
%SJ&* Air Station 30S0 
F.P.Q. San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Bill* 

reply to your letter to Maryanns ms about half finished when 
I was called to Pearl Harbor and when I returned your letter of 19 April 
had arrived so I»ll start again. You have every right to be frustrated 
and annoyed since the whole problem is not of your making. Believe me, 

I share your frustration and will try to explain* 

It all goes back to the explosion in C.G. lit which again was not 
our fault, '■■'e now have very specific instructions not to approach C.G. 

Hi until a DTC representative, probably Capt. Budduth, can make contact. 
Any move to the contrary from us would (if any difficulties developed) 
place all of our island work in jeopardy and Bill, we can't afford to 
gamble - not when we are trying to add personnel and a station at French 
Frigate Shoals. DTC should l»ve made some agreement with the Coast 
Guard months ago but they did not and we can not* 

Mr. Bushman is expected in D.C. tills week and is being given the 
problem of overlap which we stress is very necessary. From what Capt. 
Johnson told me I don’t know whether a C.O. can make such a decision 
without getting in trouble with his superiors or not* I fully agree 
as to the necessity of overlap for continuity but I don’t see how we 
can do this without C.G. approval, initiated through DTC. If Bob 
can’t leave on his scheduled flight then put him on the next one. 

Much of the personnel scheduling to w dch you refer is also due 
to not having three men on Kure. I don’t have a copy of your original 
schedule here but ?y recollection is that it was satisfactory for all 
concerned. I don’t know what necessitated a change in dates. 

Both George and Bob 3 undell were anxious to go to Kure and there 
was obviously only one opening. Bob was currently on the GROK" 'LL and 
had had more at sea experience so I scheduled him for the at-sea work 
and George for Kure. Later I talked to Bob who expressed strong personal 
reasons for Kure over the at-sea work* At that time we cconsidered letting 
Bob and Geor e decide between themselves but George’s orders had already 
been cut, so the schedule stands. Either George or Bob should be able 
to do a full share of the Kure work. Bob can still go to Kure at a 
later date as a replacement for one of the other men. 


a ; 

i t S'' 

1 

21 April, 196U 






(2) 


I am agreeable to letting Bob Fleet go in as your replacement. Ycur 
reasons are valid. Bob is certainly capable and I know he has a special 
interest in continuing studies already started. I am hopeful that by that 
time we will have resolved the problem of a third man. So much depends 
on the upcoming meeting with CG lU at which we hope to have a representative. 
I personally feel t'nat much of the difficulty is in the failure of high 
level ETC to inform equally high level C.G. as to the great importance 
of our work. The present situation is ridiculous but we are presently 
powerless to do anything about it. 

At least it is encouraging to hear that you again have decent 
relationships with the station personnel. Let's hope that it continues. 

I doubt if the upcoming negotiations will have repercuss ions at the station 
level. However, we will keep you informed. 

1*11 go through the other points quickly and get this into today's 
mail. I definitely agree with your decision to suspend the brain work. 

I suggest going a step further and do all "favors work" after project 
work. I also suggest that you not initiate or expand any programs even 
if we miss data or "miracles of free time appear". Ve will probably 
be asked for such data later but it must be understood that there is a 
limit of what can be expected of field personnel under present conditions. 

I talked with Ron %lker today and he was overflowing of praise for the 
help you fellows gave him and of the amount of work you were doing. 

As for the analysis of data it is planned to pull more and more 

of the experienced field personnel back from the field for this type of 
work. I think this is especially true of Kure and the Phoenix Islands 
trips which have not been analyzed as yet. This process should be far 
easier by July since by this time we expect to have experienced people 
at least two or three deep at all stations. (I don't mean this literally) 
Actual writing on the report is also scheduled for late this summer and’ 

again it is our hope to have most of this writing or at least the proof¬ 

reading and "editing" done by the data collectors themselves, I know 
there win be many other things for you back at D.C. also but at least 
it should be easier now than in the past when only a few people knew 
the ropes. 

I hope that ry next letter to you will have more positive 
statements and no apologies for problems I can not help you with. Again 
I promise you a visit to Kure but I can not say when. Our Navy problems 
have been a bit easier this month perhaps because we have been able 
to talk to the same people about the same things almost daly until the 
job is completed* 

I can now be reached directly at 6139 Pahukula Place, Honolulu, 
telephone 39-103. If you call keep in mind the problem of security. 


Sincerely, 


Charles A. >'lv 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


i 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




to : Dr. Ely and All Eield Party Members 


date: April 20, 1964 


from : Winston Banko 


subject: Special collection needs 

1* In examining specimens of tentatively identified green-winged 
teal from Midway, it has Become apparent that there is a critical need 
for more specimens of this kind from the Central Pacific in order to 
make accurate racial determination. Mrs. Boxie Leybourne of the EWS 
Bird and Mammal Laboratories 8 staff at the Museum has requested: 

a. that any such specimens obtained not be put up as permanent 
study- r skins, but only skinned out and stuffed with crumpled news¬ 
paper: and 

b. that particular care be taken to record details of habitat 
(freshj brackish, or salt water) and all bird associates, especially 
other teal found with the specimen when collected. 

2. It has turned out that fairy terns utilize foods different from 
the normal fare of other oceanic birds. A widespread series of fairy 
tern stomachs is therefore needed for food item identification and com¬ 
parative studies. Hone have been collected to date by the Survey• 

3. .Every effort should be made to collect a series of stomachs from 
representatives of the Charadriiformes, Anatidae, and Scolopacidae during 
the migratory period this spring. Individual- representatives of these 
families which can be taken at sea or on arrival at islands (or shortly 
after arrival) will be especially valuable. Duck stomachs should be 
preserved in 70$ alcohol where possible, others in 10$ formalin. Be 
sure to perforate the heavier muscular tracts, such as the gizzard, and 
cover the stomach with preservative to make sure contents are preserved 
in as good a condition as possible. 

Such a collection taken in th© Central Pacific when these 
migratory species are moving long distances in a short time may permit the 
identification of the probable islands or continental land masses visited 
on migration by the individual birds from identification of such hard food 
remains as seeds, shells, and chitinized insect parts to the species level 
and knowledge of the species distribution of the plants, molluscs, crus- 
ta^eans, insects, marine worms, small fish represented. Ho one, to our 
knowledge at least, has systematically explored such a possibility before. 



kemo to Dr. Ply and All field Party Members 


April 20, 1964 
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Io u oe surprising where a really sophisticated analysis of micro- 
food rsem^ remains of migratory "birds in passage across large water masses 
mig^t^le^a. Several potential cooperators which, have'volunteered to 
identify food remains ‘go species level are anxious to receive enough 
material this spring to determine feasibility. More material will be 
needed during the return August-October fall flight and in the spring 
of 1965 if the procedure proves fruitful. 
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AIRMAIL 



April 20, 196k 


Mr. Roberts 

District Commissioner 

Christmas Island, Pacifie Ocean 


Desr Mr. Roberts: 

I wish to thank you again for your help during our recent stay 
on Christmas Island and for informing Washington and Fanning Islands 
of our visit. Our trip to these two islands was very enjoyable and 
profitable. In case communications break down again we plan to visit 
Christmas Island about June 15 fox about 5 days and will stop at 
Washington and Fanning Islands for a day on the way down. 


In going through the literature I find reference in Mr, Gallagher's 
paper to the Christmas Island Batural History Society. Mr. Joseph King 
(Bureau of Commercial Fisheries) informes me that this society published 
a journal for several years. Do you know where I might obtain copies 
of this? If copies are not available would it be possible to borrow 
a set of the journal in order to make a copy for our files here? 


Sincerely jours, 


FTed C. Sibley 
Research Curator 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 































SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DROPPINGS FROM THE EAGLE T S ROOST 
April 20, 1964 

Some degree of turmoil has prevented at the Roost the past week or 
two, hence last week*s lapse in "Droppings". 

Dr. C. H. Lamoureux and Charles "Boh” Long of the Botany Department, 
University of Hawaii were in during this period to consult with Dr. Humphrey 
and Dr. T s F. R. Fosberg and Marie-Helere Sachet of the Pacific Science 
Board regarding the botanical work of the Pacific Ocean Biological 
Survey. By the end of last week Bob had completed the initial draft of 
a Circular Letter on the vegetation studies to be undertaken by the Survey 
and these procedures should be winging your way as soon as the revised 
version has been received from Dr. Lamoureux. 

Dr. Clarence Cone and William Boyd who are working on the aerodynamics 
of albatrosses also consulted with Dr. Humphrey on progress in their 
field of interest during the period. If certain problems of measuring 
characteristics of albatross flight precisely can be overcome, their 
studies are expected to throw much light on the distribution of these 
birds at sea--a most important Survey unknown. 

The past two weeks have also seen the return of all ATF personnel to 
Washington except Larry Huber. "Tiger" Huber is still in Honolulu 
banding birds with both hands, ringing 2300 in one night according to 
Honolulu contacts we had previously considered reliable. Fred Sibley 
reports several interesting items coming to light as a result of his 
preliminary analysis of banding. For example, 34 returns of Blue-faced 
Boobies banded in the Phoenix Islands were picked up on Jarvis 700-1,000 
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miles to the west. Four specimens and several sight records of 
Laughing Gulls--the first record for the central Pacific, were collected 
on Christmas Island and several more of these gulls were seen on Fanning. 

A gull collected by Binion on Sand Island and another collected at sea 
may also turn out to be Laughing Gulls. Looks like everything happened 
at once here! Sibley is now busy analyzing the 2,000+ Blue-faced Booby 
returns in an attempt to predict seasonal movement and total island 
populations. 

Chan Robbins dropped in for a visit last week and had only the 
good word to say about our work in the center of the Blue. He did report 
that our guys are so hep on working a 24-hour schedule that they sometimes 
forget the inconvenience they may cause our hosts who live by the spit f n 
polish brass-bound Book. Consequently Our Side has to lean over backwards 
to eliminate what would be considered insignificant sources of irritation 
in the Mainland World but may loom pretty large in a limited environment 
where so many people of different backgrounds and interests are 
compelled to live as one family (Sounds like old Wavy days). Chan reports 
that everlasting tolerance, humility, and good humor are winning some 
tough battles for Our Side. Be it ever thus. 

Jay Cee T s corner of the range has been strangely silent lately-- 
Mrs. Church stayed home for two days to type schedules and Jay Cee 
turned up late In the week and announced that he was over at the 
Department of Agriculture learning how to remove stomach contents from 
mallophaga and anoplura. He refused to comment when asked if any of the 


critters survived his ministrations intact. . 
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Droppings April 20, 1964 

The second half of the Phoenix-Line trip produced another 18,000 
birds banded. This brings us to roughly 63,000 banded for the year - 
already more than three-quarters of last year's total'. While 90 percent 
are Blue-faced Boobies and Sooty Terns, the Crested Tern (four banded 
on Cook Island in March) can now be added to the Species Banded list 
as a result of the ambitious ATF crew efforts. 

Work on the third section of the Field Guide is just now getting 
underway. This is the part dealing with identification. Several different 
expressions of opinion have been heard on how this topic should be covered. 
There seems to be a lot of interest in having detailed descriptions of 
hard-to-identify species, including detailed descriptions of sub-species 
that can be identified in the field. While the latter coverage would 
involve only a few examples, it would be very helpful from the point of 
view of knowing what to collect. The question of how to age and sex 
birds in the hand seems to be another subject that needs treatment. So 
generally speaking, there seems to be two big needs: (l) an aid to in¬ 
land identification, and (2) a guide to distant sight identification. Any 
thoughts on how these two subjects can be best treated aid which one 
should have special priority will be most welcome. 

Progress continues on making up a list of canditate bibliographic 
sources for infromation to be included in the Pacific Islands Reference 
File. The Library has been requested to make available over 800 publications 
to date and this number does not include material published in the last 
ten years for which a separate search is now being carried out. A Prospectus 
of the Reference File has been drafted and we hope to get the office gals 
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to type it this week so that it can he reproduced and sent to all research 
curators together with the list of basic canditate bibliographic checklist. 

New Bi-Weekly Bird Report forms and instructions are being reproduced 
foT field distribution this week. These revisions are being produced 
in a hurry following Binion's good suggestions. If any of you have any 
comments to make on any of the other C. L.’ better fire them in right 
away, the deadline of May 1 is coming up shortly. Are there any thoughts 
on what form the Field Manual should take? Lets have 'em. 

It- is a pleasure to report that the long pending cooperative agreement 
between the Smithsonian Institution and the Department of the Interior 
has been signed by both Smithsonian Secretary Dillon Ripley and Interior 
Secretary Stewart Udall. As soon as we get our hands on a copy, we will 
reproduce it for distribution to all research curators. Copies will be 
furnished representatives of the Fish and Wildlife Service and Hawaii 
and Alaska Fish and Game Departments.by Interior. The agreement should 
go far to promote useful collaboration and prevent misunderstanding between 
S. I. and F. W. S. in carrying out the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey. 

Anything else to add Maryanna? 


Winston E. Banko 
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P. S. A last minute digest of the "late" mail reveals the following 
news — just in case you didn't know weeks ago: 

1. Dr. Ely 1 s new address is 6l39 Pakukula, Honolulu, phone, 39103. 
Chuck reports, among much other activity, that Larry cannot find 
his record hook (doesn't mention what kind of records) but suspects 
it is in someone elses gear. Anyone seen it? 

2. King, Clapp, Hackman, Huber, and Jillson banded 7>689 sooty terns 
on 9 April on Mauaua Island. Whowl A new (international ?) record. 

3- Reports of Ludwig, Whitman, Standen, Hoeman, et al indicates a 
flurry of February banding and observation activity on the offshore 
islets (this is the late mail)! 

P. S. S. Dr. Wetmore returned today from his trip to American Museum 
and l) confirmed record of Puffinus assimilis assimilis from Midway I.; 

2) Identified tentatively named Pterodroma phillipi which he collected 
on Kure in 1923 as P. neglecta . This is the Kermadec petrel which 
Survey has identified at sea. Dr. Wetmore believes his Kure specimen 
represents the Eastern (offshore Chile) population rather than the Kermadec 
(western) group. 

3) The tentatively identified Pterodroma arminjoniana specimen from 
Kure was identified by Dr. Wetmore as Pterodroma ultima, which makes 


a new record for the central Pacific. 














Seepage 


The Fairy Island Liner failed to make its press deadline this 
time so you will receive only the Seepage Section. 

Jarvis Island turned out to he a cat infected, booby covered 
nightmare. All day was spent digging out and killing cats all night 
banding boobies. Several individuals did over five hundred boobies 
in one night and cat killings ran about fifty a day. At one point 
four people were chasing ten cats and the air was blue with gun smoke 
and other items. 

Christmas Island which we are now leaving, God rest its bloody 
soul, has acquired the name of bad luck island. Items: No advanced 
warning (i.e., after looking forward to Real Food and Real Beds we had 
to rough it for four days). Ship crew dropped the whaleboat all the 
way from the boat deck punching several large holes in it. Ship had 
an engine failure necessitating an extra day here waiting for parts to 
arrive by air. Shallowness of water prevented close approach to the 
islands and SI party had to carry it’s tone of supplies l/k mile across 
mud, Sibley and Huber lucked out by ending up l-l/2 miles from shore 
when they set up an overnight camp. Three members walked 12 miles one 
afternoon looking for a Sooty Tern colony which Dr. Ashmole had marked 
on our map as 5 miles east of its correct location. 

Once again we have established some new marks in the record book. 
Roger worked three days on nothing but coconuts. Party of five con¬ 
sumed only twenty-four C ration meals in four full days. 

Members were too pooped to care about records by the time we 
reached Palmyra, and the records of nineteen continuous hours immersed 



in guano while knocking 1150 boobies out of trees was set because we 
were too lazy to crawl out on the banks to rest. 

The three day trip back to Pearl was spent alternately between 
the rack and the head with few exceptions. Pearl Harbor never looked 
better. 

The whole crew invaded the Hawaiian King only three and a half 
hours after we came along side the pier. Between mooring and invading 
the hotel all SI gear had been hauled out of the holds and sent to 
Pearl City. Over 900 pounds of specimens had been sent to Washington 
and five weary wharf rats had rounded up their few remaining shreds 
of clothing, their numerous fish balls, shell collections, and native 
souvenirs, and been taken under protective custody by Dr. Ely. 

Wot all the islands were bad, some even had free beer, but just 
now we would like to forget about the whole bad dream for a few weeks. 

Our sympathy to the Starbrite crew on their oversized whaleboat. 
Do they paint them all pea green or do they just get that way through 


use? 




I 





rirrvFCECD 




**> ■**<• ir*»» ♦ 


*" 4 V'**** 

ECU 

Dr E VTXTDA 110 17/21052 


»\ 


*7* T* 




n i72-o<!i2 

fh tmr:VAnt?A "’tellou HixuroniAn imitution ua*hdc 

* - ‘ -s r 

TG UILLIAH 0 ’ ID72 U f ’ COA~T GUARD LOT.AH ETATIOF t*T Air "TATIO- 1 30B0 

FPO ^Air FnA??CI~CO CALIF 

» 

C ! 

bt : ' 

UNCLAr • ■ 

u IFPO^CIDLE '"’I THAT IOM PECTFT OVFTLAPP FLEET T7IFL0CKI NOT A PROVED* 

• . , ’ •-* * , 

>'« r> UC‘GEcT FLEET "TAY OH HI DU AY UEEK OF APRIL 27 AFT COT-DIP JIG ATE UXH! 

* • 

HI FLOG LI IF AHYUAY PCX''‘IDLE* G* FLEET'’ BETHHU HAY 2A PFODADLE PETHIf'C 

< 

FLY*'* APDF OVAL* 

i 

0**1 • 






Kraq—Ewem i iw 


L 


April 16, 1964 


AIR WIJ. 


Mr. A . Binion Amerson 
Smithsonian Party 
U3C0 Lft.AN Station 
A.P.O. 105 

San Francisco, Cali omia 
Dear Binions 

When you first requested bands a.out two weeks a*o for the ter,, 

of their^tylj 1 ' ^oi^ 1 5^ &r *t Tag CoE5 P an 7 *nd had them send BOO 
?w h J 7 r 902 ^ ** four colors » «*<* of which was numbered 1-200 

£2 toVlZS "ItT the ineld * dliu ” ter * 5/ «" — thJ l^iT 

When the bands arrived they were so obviously rau^h too ^,-,11 + w a + 

larger st^le. These are the bands which we shipped to you and which 

no+M^f ^‘ As yon can 6GC frc?a the enclosed catalog there Is 
nouhin^ inbetwan in the regular numbered sizes. 

f€e } thatthe "Bandette” bands sight be useful for your 

3/l6«lnJd* r di iS t th<;ir ^ Pia^ic bandette which L 

1 th , .A “ i * ht fit * The numbering looks rather strange 

25 - thr^S So! bcUeVe that the J»* t» through 

. . 1 th * nk would be a good idea for you, if possible, to use 

Ji* *J rcady °? the i8lara5 the tape and hope that they 

^ «• f ar * ^ 8 ° sending the nail polish to be used with 

' SUlar sh and Wildlife bands. You haven*t been forgotten but 
no one seems to manufacture exactly what you need. We eal£d Sv 
(the manufacturer of the Fish and Wildlife Servile b£ds)^5! %L 

special oidw!' h “ d8 ^ 8t ° Ck an<1 th<17 fnmkJ ^ take months for a 


„ .Kril'tw u 11 there is an y thijl S «1 m» We can do for you - it 
a shame that we have been unable to locate exactly what you need. 

Sincerely yours. 


Jc 

•ncloaures 


Mrs. Herbert M. Church, Jr. 
Pacific Project 
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TO 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr. A. Binion Amerson, Jr. 

Winston Banko 


Bi-Weekly Bird Summary Report 


date: April l6, I 96 I+ 


Your comments and suggestions on the Bird Summary Report were 
greatly appreciated. Your ideas have Been incorporated into slightly 
revised form and instructions with the additional help of Fred Sibley 
and these will be printed up and distributed shortly so that they can 
be put to immediate use. Thanks a lot for your help. 


Winston Banko 
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Want List: through 15 April, 1964 

Warren « a) 

■r* ktt't ^ 


QljjW 

i\h n/b'S 


d) 


200 banding schedules 

b) 100 gridded ’’central pacific maps”; 8 X 10 in. of type used 
in at sea reports* 

c) can someone pull from the punch cards and send out the 
bibliography for the off shore islands. Part of this 
has been done and should be filed somewhere - try offshore 
islands; Bob ^leet; September or October 1963. 

M 2 Army Surplus heavy duty rubber back packs with straps and 
folding rubber waterproof top. Can be purchased from I. 
Goldberg Co. in Philadelphia - see their catalogue; also 
possibly in Army-Navy store across street from S.I.” 

I could use some stationery in particular letterhead and envelopes and 
either large 8X 10 manila envelopes or mailing labels* I can get 
items such as paper clips here easier when they are needed. 

Perhaps all this could be sent when the next man comes out, there is no 
great rush. 

Larry needs some Collins Mix but he can get it locally. 


o 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


De ar ^r. Ely: 


April 14 , 1964 


Confusionnis everywhere around so I will 
to you. 


try to send some of it along 


If you have any discussions with the captain of ATF 113 0 r whoever 
it is we sail with in June could you find out about a few items. 1. Ask 
them to stock only a small quality of C-rations ( we are planning on 
cooking most of our meals this trip and will require canned and dry tttifi 
foods from the ship). 2. Definitely five people this trip - sleeping 
arrangements? ( crews quarters rather than chief's quarters). 3. You 
might mention that we would like to go to Tahiti rather than Samoa but 
doubt that it is possible. 4 . Are we going to have two labs?? If not we 
will need freezer space and storage space in the afterhold again. 5 . W e 
will supply navigational lights ( battery powered, visable at several miles, 
will run 18 hours on one set of batteries) and radios. 6. C a pt. Cumming 
suggested that it would be a good idea to have the ship yard check out the 
rubber rafts again as these did for this last trip. 7. Schedule as modified 
y ryanna is fine but the only firm datqg are departure from Pearl Harbor 
Arrival and departure at Pago Pago and arrival at Pearl Harbor ( can be earlier 
bu„ not later). S 0 much for things which interest them. Will be interested 

in any information you can pass along about no. officers, soace available 
on board, general atmosphere, etc. 


Returning to the problem of the self contained labs. I mentioned in one 
j.et.er that they could use some internal modifications for our use. Mary- 
anna suggest that the easiest way is to give you the list of suggested 
modifications and let you struggle with them ( thought you were going to 
have some time free did you). On the left side as you enter the lab are 

two shelves and vertical supports ( see drawing below). W e could use 

three 

drawers all the way across the middle shelf space going half way up ( clearanree 
oi 16 inches) in the middle two sections and all the way up on the two 
end sections. In addition some sort of barrier should be put up to prevent 
boxes from sliding into the fan on this side. Probably two drawers in each of 
ie middle sections and four in the end sections. On the right h»n d side 
am not quite sure what to do but will give you the problems involved and 
then my partial solution. At sea everything slides off of the formica top and 

;; : B *s e lfj re waste space as far as storage 2. There is no place to put 
finished bird skins where they can dry(Pat's original idea I believe was to 

have the lights above the present shelves and the present shelves were then 
to serve as drying racks. T 0 alliviate these problems I would sfcggest a serieTs 
of small drawers along the wall using up about half the width of the formica 

v t0P 0t r the8e drawers P ut a series of partitions and edges as on the 
shell above. In this manner a drying rack would be available and part of the 

previously useless area could be used for storage. A rim along the edge of th<? 

formica to P doesn't seen practical although there might be some other’solution 
to nolaing items on. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


12 April 1964 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

The following is critical, and I'm trying to get this 
back out on the plane the information came in on. 

I have the schedules for Fleet going out and Wislocki 
coming in. There must be at least a week overlap between 
these two, with both of them on Kure, as there are aspects 
of our work which Bob handles entirely and only he can show 
George what he's been doing. There is presently no overlap 
in their itineraries and this must be changed. The presence 
of 3 wen here for a week is okay with the CO, and a short 
term thing like that shouldn't need to go through the district. 
In fact. Bob can just not make it out on the plane off Kure 
he's supposed to, but I wanted you to be aware of the problem. 


I notice that I'm scheduled for Kure for June, which is 
an oversight, I presume, as I've been here since the middle 
of February, and I have no desire to stay here for over 4 
months. Do you want to sit in on my divorce proceedings? 

The person who relieves me should arrive on Kure on May 24 
so that he also may have a breaking in period from me. 

I have a suggestion. Take Bob off the end of April as 
planned and return him the end of May, This is fine with Bob 
as he's very interested in working on the tropicbirds for a 
thesis. Also he has had the "trial by fire" during the whole 
breeding season, and is most suited to continue the work here 
in my absence. 

Our relationship with the station has improved tremen¬ 
dously in the last few weeks, chiefly due to a real change of 
heart on the part of the CO. 


I hope for an answer on the above problems in the near 
future. 


Sincerely, 




William 0. Wirtz II 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 





WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

April 10, 1 964 


(Mrs.) Miaryanna Sme 1 low 
Division of Birds 
3 tithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 



Dear Marvanna: 

t/ 



The color plastic leg markers for the terns arrived Wednesday as 
requested. The only problem is they are too large. They are number 
v . f fours (4) and slip right over the bird’s foot. We have been using the 
> number 2*s which were already out here, but will need some 3’ s before 
long. Send them as soon as po^ible. The 2's we have fit just like the 
regular F&W bands. The ones you sent -wrap around twice. Get the style 
like the regular F&W bands if possible. y o ^ uuell 


I suppose the message you received about the Whale skins got some 
laughter. I hope you realized it should have been whole . The mistake 
was made in transmission from here. 


We talked to Dr. Ely Wednesday afternoon by use of the ham set and 
a phone patch in Honolulu. We also talked to Bob Fleet on Kure and 
found out what all is going on there. It’s good to talk to the other 
guys like that. We hope to call Dr. Ely each week. Look out we will 
call you next! ! ! 

Our supply of gummed franked mailing labels have all stuck together 
due to the high humidity out here. Could you send us some more? W§ 
should seal them up with a drying agent. 

I sent Hoeman*s mail back to Honolulu. I supoose he is still on 

X x 

the Starbright this month. 



4. B. Amerson, Jr. 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 



P.3. There was an exposed roll of 
camera T sent back to the SI. The 
project film. 


Kodachrome film in the project 
pictures are from Sand and it is 






AIRMAIL 



April 10, 1964 


Mr. J. Vincent Hoeman 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Division of Birds 
PO Box 9187 

Honolulu, Hawaii 968B0 


Dear Vin: 

From the looks of the situation at the moment you will be asked to 
return to Washington sometime in May to assist in planning our summer 
and early fall work in the Aleutians. 

Preparation will include the usual grounding: in the literature of 
the region as well as a trip with someone from this office to line up 
Fish and Wildlife Service and possible military cooperators in the 
area or areas which appear to hare the greatest .potential for results. 
Dr. Humphrey and I are sure you will be a big help in all of this and 
are locking forward to seeing you soon. 

You will receive further ward regarding the date of your departure 
from Hawaii. It was good hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston Banko 
Director 

Pacific Biological Survey 
Division of Birds 


c: Dr. Ely 



Honolulu, Hawaii 
25 March 1964 


Mr. Winston Banko 
Pacific Project 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Banko: 

A few days ago I was happy to hear from Dr. Ely that there are definite 
plans for the Aleutian Phase of our project, and that I will be able to play 
an important part. I anticipate data that will tie in well with other phases 

of the Pacific Project. 

Judging from my several years in the Anchorage area, and from what I f ve 
read and heard of the Aleutians, migrant shorebirds, jaegers, and ducks will 
begin to pass through on their way to interior Alaskan and Siberian breeding 
grounds at the end of April, probably reaching a peak in early May. The fall 
Migration will take place mainly in August. It is evident that the shorebirds 
will soon leave here; golden plover have been molting into breeding plumage for 
some time, and this evening in the offshore island of Mokuauia we witnessed the 
buildup of a flock of 500*100 ruddy turnstones in breeding plumage. 

As soon as possible I would like tko know details of our initial trip and 
perhaps have a hand in its planning. Shortly I will have completed my third 
STARBRITE cruise, as well as having participated in several banding trips to 
0ahu 9 s offshore islands and to Kauai* All this, plus my local knowledge of 
the Aleutian area with its special problems, should qualify me for a position 
of responsibility in that phase of our program. 


Sincerely 



J. Vincent Hoeman 



AIRMAIL 


April 9, 1964 


Mr. J. Douglas Whitman 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Division of Birds 
FO Box 9187 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96820 


Dear Doug: 


The brief note in the recent January™February issue of the EEBA 
Bulletin on your activities and our biological survey program was called 
to ray attention. I assume this information originated from you. 


While I doubt that there has been s break of security in this 
instance, all correspondence by field party members with outside organ¬ 
izations mentioning our work in any way should have the prior approval 
of Dr. Ely or Dr. Humphrey. In carrying out programs of our sort many 
problems can be avoided by being as silent, or discreet, as circumstances 
permit. 


I know we can count on your cooperation in the future. Thanks a heap. 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston Bariko 
Director 

Pacific Biological Purvey 
Division of Birds 


c: Dr. Ely 
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(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

April 8 , 1964 



Sml th s on ian In s t i tut i on 

Washington 25, D.C. l 

Dear Maryanna: 

Under seoarate cover I am sending one salted bird skin via airmail. 

•JT w 

This is one of the gulls which has been out here since the last part of 

January. It finally showed up on Sand Island, possibly due to dead fish 

on the beach from under vcater blasting. This is the bird identified 

(tentativly) as the Franklin*s Gull (immature). It should be put up 

as soon as oossible. The McBee Card is also in the box. 

£ 

Sand Island now has a new C.O., LTJG. P. N. Thurman, who apoears 

2k nn A * 

to be very nice Cooperative. He even let us do our own shooting of 
the above bird, which Mr. Hayes would never do. 

Arrangements have been completed for Ken to leave here on the 
Northwest flight Anril 27* Make sure Merrill is well versed in the 
techniques of skinning birds, before sending him out here. 

As to the disposition of the 20 - 30 cartons of birds from Dugway, 
most of them are to be put in the alcohol collection. Look up Mr. ElbeIs 
correspondance with Dr. Zusi and myself. The shearwater heads are to be 
examined for nasal mites. I believe that all of the birds he sent were 
collected from here. I have also sent a box of ectoparasites for Jay 
Cee. Soma more will be sent very shortly. 

The Progress Report for the last period is late due to several 
reason^ /nainly the Summary Report Form. I have ade some copies for 
our use here on Sand until some can be sent fro .C. I wrote Mr. 



Banko suggesting some slight changes from C.L.-#4. Please give him the 
enclosed blank form. Since we will probably be needing various forms 
for field use it will be simpler for me to ake th m out here. We can 
use the CG Ditto machine, but should get some paper and master units 
for our use. The unit is an A.S. Dick Fluid Duplicator. Needed are: 
(1 ) Sprit master u its, Type II, Grade A, Class 2,# 7530-634-5329 
size 8x101/2. 

(2) Duplicating Paner, copy liquid process, white, size 8x10 1/2, 

# 7530 - 228 - 2096 . 

We hope to talk to the Kure Group tonight, and even will try to 
contact Dr. Ely in Honolulu via the ham set-up. 


Best regards, 



A. B. Amerson, Jr. 
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Dear Bill, 

I was wondering how you were out there and thought I’d also 
fill you in ofl the happenings here. 

Yes Dr. Johnson down in Mammals is interested in the whale 
skull you found. Sound like a neat thing. Will he interested to see 
it myself .far as the bottles go you might better heave then. We 
can’t think of any reason for you to sent them back here. For 
any future shipments the chemicals would be in bottles or if we had 
to stick the stuff in bottles we hare lots of plastic ones. 

Don’t know what -(he top says but as far as I can make out there 
doesn't look like any chance for a third nan out there. This is still 
the same word we got last tiae, so we didn't push any more than vem 
thought wise or they would Junk the whole deed. 

Bob Sundell came back today from the BCF trip and has lots of 
good things to say about it. Hot like the Navy trips because everybody 
is very interested in the work even the crew. He said there is an awful lot 
to learn on these and they are very worthwhile. 

Mrs. Church says that your rets are fat and happy. Sorry that 
the one young was killed but when I was home over the weekend I brought 
back a water bottle so that we can divide the* Ifit happens again. 

I finished the list of stuff for you today. Sent the bands. 

Yesterday mailed the memoranda books and magic markers. All the other 
Stuff is either on the way or there already. 

Looks like I go to Sand on the 27 of April. Not as nice as your place 
but at least I'm not in Washington. 

How do thode reinsuits work? 


If you need anything let us know. 

Dick 


Do you know what you get when you cross an elephant and a Jar of 
peanut butter? 

Either a Jar of peanut butter with a long tawaory or an 
elephant stuck to the roof of your mouth. 

Why don't elephants drink martini's? 

Ever get an olive in your nose? 
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5 Apr 64 


Dear Maryanna* 

For the past few months I have been inundated with countless forms* 
application blanks and notices all having to do with group hospitalization. 
Would you explain to me what sort of coverage I am entitled to and if* as 
I suspect* I have been paying monthly installments toward a hospitalization 
plan I am not entitled to* would you pleas4 call those people in that other 
building behind the Charles Adams mansion* where I suspect the confusion 
originated* and inform them that I no longer care to participate to the tune 
of $5.72 or so per two week period# 

Iwould appreciate having a copy of the last offshore island report for the 
files out here so that we may know what has and what has not been said. Thank 
you for the copy of Richardson and Fishers Birds of Manana and Moku Manu. It 
will be of considerable value out h re# 

Also thank you for the reimbursement check. Such things always get a warm 
reception# 

Ienjoyed all the various sortd of droppings immensely. Perhaps we will come 
up with something here as well. Its good to be back on land a&ain. The BCF 
ship is comfortable if small and roily and it has a crew of humans which is 
a real nice change. The next cruise will be leaving Sunday the 12th. David 
Bratley, if he is to accompany me * ought to be informed, since I understand 
he wasn f t going to come out until a bit later. 

Please have David bring out more ofi the central pacific area maps the size 
of this paper* about 50 or lOOof them. That is my only need at present. 

My report will be in in a few days. Trip highlights: 1333 Sooty Shearwaters 
seen in one 12 hour period, none in flocks* just a steady stream of birds. 

Also* a white rumped storm petrel collected when it came aboard one night. 

It is probably a Leach 1 s Petrel* but that remains to be seen until it gets 
back to D.C. 


Bob sends his best and will probably be there before 


My best to everyone* 



this letter. 








SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


April 4, 1964 


Mr. Winston Banko 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Banko: 


I am finally getting around to commenting on some of the Circular 
Letters, etc. We have been quite busy and I have not had time to think 
about some of the proce#dures uhtil the present. Since the March 16 - 
31 progress report was due, we decided to utilize the procedures set 
forth in C.L.#4. Basically the BI-WEEKLY BIRD SUMMARY REPORT is just 
what the field groups need for reporting population estimates, etc. 

I do have a few comments, however, of which some are vary minor and some 
major. 






u * 






t2 




N 




f* 


The form given as an example seems to contain the most important 
catagories. Some of the columns and spaces provided are in some cases 
too small and some too large. Some instructions need to be expanded. 

1. The first date column is too narrow. At least five typewritter 
spaces are needed for inclusive dates (i.e*, 16-30* Otherwise 
one would have to squeeze the two figures one above the other. 

This can be done, however, if the space was needed elsewhere, 
but this does not appear to be the case. The spaces alloted for 
the date column (#12 and 16) can be cut since the nest survey will 
usually be made on the last day of the reporting period. 

All three of the Relative Class columns can be cut down since on 
one letter will be used in each space. 

Columns #3, 10, 13 , 15, 17, and 1° can be enlarged since at times 
large numbers will be used. 

Number of nests column: This one can be confusing if the instruc¬ 
tions are not detailed. Active burrows, nests, etc. can mean 
different things to some individuals. For instance one can inter¬ 
pret this as only nests with eggs, but what about the nests that 
are just being builtMy suggestion is that this mean only nests 
with eggs and young. If one wants to know how many nests with 
eggs there are, he can subtract the no. of young present. 

Number of young column: This should mean the number of rests 

with young. This will not be confusing except with birds which 
might have more than one young per nest (i.e., boobies). 

Age of young column: Giving estimates of percent for each age 
class is excellent when dealing with large numbers or multiples 
When snail numbers are encountered, it seems best that 
ect_count in each class would be better. 


ten. 

&*p>. 
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catagories 

The Reliability Classes set forth in C.L.# 4 do not cover the 
reliability ranges adaquately, in my opinion. The three classes 
(at 10$, 50$, and a guess) give too much of a range. Most of our 
data here on Sand, for example, could not fall in any of these three 
classes. This mainly applies to those groups which are §# present in 
small numbers. There is a big difference in 10$ and 50$ and a guess. 
Irksome cases we know exactly how many birds are present on Sand Island 
(i.e.,Blue-faced Booby.). This applies more so when giving numbers of 
nests and young. I suggest that the classes be extended to include: 

A. Direct count 

B. Believed to be accurate within a £ 10$ error 

C. Believed to be accurate within a £ 25$ error 

D. Believed to be accurate within a sfc 50$ error 

E. Essentially a guess 

I have used these five classes in the hiarch 16-3^ report. 

As I said earlier, I think that BI-WEEKLY BIRD SUMMARY REPORT 
as presented in C.L.#4 is exactly what we need for reporting out bird 
surveys. I hope a final form will be decided on in the very near future 
so that forms can be printed for field use. I will try to get some 
ditto copies for our immediate use here on Sand f but the 31 should 
standardize the reporting form. 


Best regards, 



Binion Amerson 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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Want List Kure 


1 April 1964 


Refer to want list of 16 March* Items 3, 4, 6, 10, 13 , and the 
things which Dick was to bring have arrived. Other items on this list 
still needed with the exception of black and white film; please send 
10 rolls only as I was able to get some at Midway. 


Please send 1000 number 5 bands airmail; I believe we can use them 
all on wedgetails* 


Questions 

1. Shall I save the pint glass bottles we used to ship chemicals 
out here, and return them empty to Washington? 

2. We have found a whale jaw, about ? feet long and weighing 
perhaps 50-60 pounds, in the lagoon. Please ask Dr* Johnson if the 
Division of Mammals wants this. We could crate it and ship it back 
collect. Otherwise I will take several photos of it and that's all. 

It has no teeth. If the weather ever warms up again we'll go back 
to where we found it and dive for more parts. 

3. Is there any hope for a third man out here in the near 
future? before I go completely out of my mind. 


Bill Wirtz 




THE GS 11 or WHY I BECAME AN ATHEIST 


Consider, dear friends, isn't it odd 
k GS 11*s and all of them god 

There's the God of the Sea and the God from Sand 
The God of green Kure, and the one from the southland 
Gods, gods, everywhere, sometimes I really think 
All these Holy gods will drive me to the brink 

The God on Kure is the Lord of Creation 
(When not more involved with rat gestation) 

He treats all his co-workers with great benevolence 
(With one exception I know, some rather crummy tents) 

His eye is unerring, his gun is bloody 
(He sees more passerines than anybody) 

On the volleyball court, he has many a rooter 
As he bats balls back from the back of a scooter 

What T s that you say, Maryanna, there's word from heaven 
That I've been converted to a GS 7 

The God of the Sea (a cow college gent) 

Has really a remarkable ornithological bent 

His eyesight is unparalleled (watch it, no smiles) 

He sees birds at up to five miles 
His mind is acute, as sharp as a tack 
(For those 6 hours he T s out of the rack) 

Well, so much for that, I'm well and alive 
I 11 take the next bunk Larry, since I’m a GS 5 

The God of the Southlands is a remarkable fellow 
A cast iron stomach, and a stentorian bellow 
(Bay after day the air is rent) 

(With uninhibited shouts of "incompetent”) 

Like Gods of Old, he is polymorphic 
On any given day he is white and euphoric 
But put him on board and in but half an hour 
Our God T s visage becomes quite green and sour 

My God, what worse could happen to me 
Huber 1 s a 5 and I T m but a GS 3 

The God on Sand is really all right 

(But someone has told me, he's in love with a mite) 

He has three new species, his spirits were high 

Until he discovered they were but a speck in his eye 

His temerity, assurance, make other God's quale 

He’s the first entomologist to describe a fluke from a whale 

And I’m terribly worried, I'm awfully skeered 

That he’ll describe Olfersia from Ken Amerman’s beard 

All right fellows, enough is enough and fun is fun 
But I’ve never even heard of a GS minus one. 


Roger Clapp 














SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

March 29, 1964 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 



Dear Marvanna: 

-j 


T hope that you got our message requesting color plastic leg markers 
(F&WS f sixe 3) which we need urgently for marking Sooty Tern chicks. I 
✓ thought that we had some down here, but they turned out to be size 2, 

5 and 7. Send them as soon as pofible. 




According to the tent^Id schedule s~nt out March 9, Ken 
is to be replaced by Vin Hoemafi^ What is the change-over date? We have 
to plan ahead on dates of departure so send us a TWIX concerning this. 
Ken states that he ####### UMWWt f##?### 

would like to stay out here through the end of April and po^Lbly 
even longer. Ken says that he will also write you about this. 


Tell George that/:he information on the Godwit is as follows: female, 
wings 24.5, 10.5; f^t; no food in stomach. I am also sending two more 
rolls of undeveloped black and white film I took on the Hawaiian trip. 
Part of one roll was finished here on Sand Island. I will mail the 
camera back shortly. 


We need several pads of columned paper (Dave knows the type). The 
kind we have now has one-half inch columns on it. We want some more like 
this, and also some with quarter inch columns. 

Tell Dave that he missed some nice cool weather by leaving when he 
did. It has rained here off and on since last Thursday night. 



Binion Amerson 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

March 2?, 1964 


(Mrs^ Maryanna Smellow 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


Dear Maryanna: 

I am returning the Red Devil Tool Catalog $25 the office 
files* I think that Model Twin 11 Paint Conditioner will surfice(p* 41). 
It has the advantage of being capable of shaking two at a time and 
requires no base* The other models cost just as much when the bases 
are added* Attached you will find a drawing of a special gallon size 
can which should fit the machine. This will probably take ages to 
buy, /rake and send out here* 

It is raining here today. It started late yesterday afternoon 
and went way into the night. It reminds me a lot of Midway weather 
as it is also cool. 


Sincerely, 



Binion Amerson 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

March 2$, 1964 


(Mrs) Maryarma Smellow 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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Dear Maryanna: 

I arrived back on Sand-Johnston vSunday morning just in time to 
get involved in the latest bird shipment* I was sort of caught by 
surprise, but Dave had written me at Midway that a shipment was wanted 
earlier in the month. Anyway, the shipment left yesterday afternoon 
at ^ pm. Mr. Loessburg (Navy yoeman) was much better than the "Chief". 
Lt. Hayes even let him stay over here on Sand, even though CGI4 said 
otherwise. The boxes they sent were too large, but we used them any- 
way. He indicated that some moi^^may be wanted in several weeks. 

Dave also left yesterday afternoon on a different MATS plane. 

He is bringing back George*s binoculars. He could have left Monday 
night, but MTS waited 45 minutes before time to be or. the other 
side before calling him. 

Thanks for th? two letters you sent me while I was gone. I am 
working on the paint shaker and will send you shortly an addition 
which the SI shop can make. 

Ask Dr. Humphrey if he wants to write a l-tter to the Coast 
Guard thanking them for their cooperation and help during the Hawaiian 
Chain trip. I will draft one up giving names, etc. and specific points 
if he so desires. The F<SWS also are sending a letter. 

By the way,.has the freezer been sent out here? If so, it hasn't 
arrived. If it hasn't been sent, do so as soon as posible. I hope 
that a Dictet is being sent out here. We certainly could use one. 

Gome data just can't be written dovnjft fast enough. 

Cur supply of orange strips are not exactly low at the moment 
but we plan an extensive banding schedule of nesting birds in the $ 
next several weeks which will cut our supply down. We now estimate 
our supply at 18,000 We only have 15,000 regular #3's^5£lf the 

anodized ones^ If another large $8 order hasn't been made, it should, 
since we will need at least another 20,000 before the season ends. 

Some more color streamer material will afstljo be needed.##### It is 
helping us here on Sand more tnaH^lhe "at sea" observations. We can 
tell immediately if the bird is banded add the gradual change in 
color tells us if it is a return. This in itself if very important. 
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\^c r ' Will you send^a copy of the addenda to the Sand island Report? 
I have a carbon of what I sent in, but haven't the plates. I would 
like to see what changes were made also. I would like one of the 
At Sea report addendas also. 


jo'p Have the additional copies of the Septe >ber iss e of the Ibis 
-\ ^ A''arrived yet? We could use that issue every day. If the project 
^^ copy is not in use at the moment, how about sending it on down here 

and replacing it with the reordered copy. 






I 


The wind has almost stopped the last several days, and it is 
quite hot and humid* It is better that the cold ###$## weather we 
were getting in the Hawaiians though* 


Best regards, 



Binion Amerson 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 

P.S. The Planetree took two boxes of Sooty Terns for release at 
Sea* These homing experiments are proving quite interesting! 



AIRMAIL 


March 2 6 , 1964 


Mr. William 0. Wirtz, II. 

Smithsonian Party 

US Coast Guard LGRAN Station 

USB Air Station 3080 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Bill: 

We thought you might need this stuff quickly so we sent it mail. 
I wasn’t able to get a motorcycle battery in Honolulu and was only 
able to get one here yesterday. Nobody but MATS would take it. So 
you will get some more still later. She stuff we are sending MATS 

is: 

1. 12 volt battery for Yamaha motorcycle (Electrolyte is not in 

the battery but is packed. b in a separate container). 

12. 12 volt Burgess batteries for Radar light, 

2. shovels 

This package of goodies contains: 

3. Marks-a-lot black (6 are ordered, we have no more) 

6. Notebooks 

8. Memoranda bocks (4 more are ordered) 

12. Black and white film (12 are ordered) 

6. Record books 
2?. Rain suit (Jl are ordered) 

Now, when you write next would you say whether this rain suit is ok, 
or if not why - what should we lock for in the line of requirements. 
Two more of these type will be airmailed to you. ‘They cost $10 each 
the only other "better type” suit located so for would be $25 each. 















Bill 





Wirtz 
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20156 Hawaiian Monk Seal, skin, ad. ?, U-lQ- 63 , Green Island, Kure 

20184 Albatross, hybrid, skin, 3110 g. 508-146-104-103-122 
1-26-64 Green Island, Kure 

20185 Frigate, ad. cf, 1459 g» 2-26-64, Green Island, Kure, carcass 

20188 Frigate, ad. cf, 2-27-64, Green Island,Kure, carcass 

20189 Frigate, ad. <?, 3-01-64, Green Island, Kure, carcass 

20202 Black-footed Albatross, skin, no weight, 511-455-103-95-133 
12-03-63, Eastern Island, Midway 

20225 Blue-faced Booby, ad. $, 1396 g. 1-16-64, Green Island, Kure 
skin 

20250 Red-footed Booby, ad, <f, 540 g. 399-235-84.5-34.5-80 
1-03-64, Green Island, Kure, skin 




AIRMAIL 


March 25, 19 


Fred Sibley and Roger Clapp 
Smithsonian Party 
USS Lipan (ATF 85 ) 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Fred and Roger: 


In reply to your recent letter let me say right off that comments 
on Dropping subjects are more than welcome, be they pro or con. That 
some system of regular communication between Washington and field desks 
be carried out on longer-range subjects than problems of the moment is 
desirable and Droppings is supposed to fill this need. So in this 
context your thoughts are doubly desirable. I am glad you wrote. 


If I interpret your letter correctly, your main objection is to 
the fact that the Bird. Guide to the Central Pacific is being undertaken 
by a man who has had no field experience in the Pacific and who you 
assume is going to rely too heavily upon published accounts, or in 
your words may tend "to compound, inaccuracy and repeat error." 

Be assured that we are fully aware of the pitfalls in this project 
and further that this undertalcing is essentially by the Pacific Project 
staff and not by one man. As in preparing the two preliminary reports, 
Mr. Dennis is only one of many workers. However with field men coming 
and going (and it seems impossible to keep the best field men here for 
long periods), someone has to be here to give our work continuity. 

Mr. Dennis is eminently qualified for this kind of work. He himself 
is as anxious as anyone to become personally familiar with the birds 
and field conditions of the central Pacific. It is hoped that he can 
be spared long enough at least to become familiar with a few of the 
island breeding colonies. 

Work on the Bird Guide lias been preceded by long and painstaking 
research by Mr. Gorman Bond whose sole task over a many months period 
was literature research and the preparation of the punch cards, as 
you know. We are aware that many erroneous records have been included 
in this system, in fact certain species will be placed in hypothetical 
categories, this alerting field party members to the possibility that 
there is a chance cf occurrence. 






i.< Sibley and R. Cla 
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Also, as pointed out in "The Droppings," it is planned to send 
the Bird Guide forms which have been filled out from the punch cards, 
to the field as they become completed so that all personnel will 
l) be alerted to gaps In knowledge, and 2) have an opportunity to make 
corrections wherever such are needed. In this way everyone in the 
Project will cooperate in correcting and keeping the Bird Guide up to 
date. In no sense is the Bird Guide a monopoly of unexperienced 
people here, rather Washington contributors will continue to play the 
sane subordinate role that they have in the past. We consider ourselves 
solely a Service group. 


I further might add that Dr. Humphrey has given long and careful 
thought to the preparation of this Bird Guide. It is something that 


is vitally needed, it is something that we are all participating in, 
and we feel that it will be extremely helpful to every field man. An 
accurate, up-to-date Bird Guide will also greatly facilitate the 
.preparation of the final reports. Dike the other reports prepared to 
date, the Bird Guide is being prepared only for Survey use and is 
preliminary in nature. It is hoped that all field party members will 
participate in keeping it under continual revision as new information 
comes to light. 


Your reference to Greater vs. Desser Frigatebirds was interesting. 
Dr. Ely took the time to furnish that particular item for Droppings - 
I hope I didn't paraphrase his contribution erroneously. But I knew 
nothing of any telegram to collect more until I read of it in your 
recent letter. So coordination without information is indeed a difficult 
task. 

I agr^e with you and Roger that trained field biologists are in 
the best position to write up their findings. But at the same time 
I hope you see the desirability of having people working in the back¬ 
ground doing the time-consuming preliminary preparation work. 


I couldn't agree more whole-heartedly with your remark that the 
fewer people in Washington unacquainted with field work the better. 

Of course, as you say, the ideal situation from the field man's point 
of view is to eliminate desk biologists. However in a 2-1/2 year 
crash program involving our scope and area of interest there seems 
to be a need for the same few people who have the most knowledge to 
do everything at once. John and I, as Gorman before us, are trying 
our best to support and contribute effectively to the Survey within 
the duties assigned to us. So if you have any specific suggestions 
on how us desk types can "succeed better while really trying" we 1 
would be interested to have them. 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston Banko 


c: Dr. Ely with copy of incoming 
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Dear Mr. Banko: 

This is just a short note of comment on the Droppings from the Eagles 
Roost for March 2, 1964. We realize that these comments are probably 
out of place but we and several other members of the party were distressed 
to learn that John Dennis is working on a guide to the birds of the 
central Pacific. A basic literature search has been made on this 
area and all the important sources are known to each party leader and 
most members of the group. Further literature summary seems pointless 
at this time since much of the literature is either misleading or 
incorrect. Literature searches by persons unfamiliar with the area 
or with the birds merely tend to compound inaccuracy and repeat error. 

(A case in point is that Lesser Frigates were almost unknown from the 
central Pacific until we found breeding colonies in the Phoenix Islands. 
However, if you read the literature carefully and can recognize the 
birds from photographs and drawings there are a number of references to 
large colonies which were misidentified as Greater Frigates, but which, 
in reality, were Lesser Frigates.) In short, a field guide should be 
written only by people who are experienced in bird recognition and who 
are familiar with the birds of the area. 

The information for breeding species has been summarized at the end 
of each ATF trip and should not be further condensed except by the 
original compiler. It was understood that the final write-up for the 
Phoenix and Line Islands would be done at the end of the project 
and we feel that pro-tern projects by Dennis dealing with this data • 
would both be incautious and unwise. All that could safely be done 
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with our data at this point would be to retype it and we feel that 
Mr. Dennis would be wasting his time in clerical hackwork. 

Perhaps the solution to this problem is to pull ATF crews off the 
islands for longer periods. Too much time is being wasted in Wash¬ 
ington looking for answers which have been given by field personnel. 

An item about the size of Greater Frigates included inihe same issue 
of the "Droppings" illustrates this. The smaller size of these frigates 
has been commented on several times and it has been noted that a 
smaller band is needed than for the northern birds. However, these 
remarks are ignored until someone catalogs the birds and sends off a 
telegram to collect more frigates. We realize that coordination is 
a difficult task and that it is not possible to get everyone out in the 
field. Nevertheless, the fewer people in Washington unfamilia r 
with field work, the better. 

;fe also feel, since many of the field workers are trained biologists, 
that it would be wiser to allow them to write up their own findings. 

The drop in morale was rather great upon hearing of this project 
and we would like to reiterate that we feel this project can at best 
he incomplete and inadequate, as well as unnecessary. 


Sincerely yours 


F 

Research Cjrrator 
Pacific Project 
U.S. National Museum 



noger tjxapp 
Research Curator 
Pacific Project 
II. 5. National Museum 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

20 March 1964 

Dr. Philip S. Humphrey 
Curator, Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Phil: 

A couple of problems have arisen on Kure which I feel should 
be documented in case we ever need refer to them. Also, I received 
via mail drop yesterday a letter from Dr. Ely regarding our diffi¬ 
culties with the Coast Guard 14th District. No doubt you are fully 
informed on the situation. The weather has been very poor for days 
so I don't know when a plane will land to pick up this letter or my 
overdue progress report. 

First, I feel we are presently over-extended here with our study 
program. We could handle it all with three men, but as it now appears 
that we won't get more help I'm going to have to revise our program 
slightly, making sure of course that we are still getting all the 
primary data. I had hoped to collect detailed information on the 
growth and development of each species breeding here, but this is 
very time-consuming* We are presently working a 7 day week, 10-12 
hours a day, and I do not believe that we can keep up this pace inde¬ 
finitely, much as I would like. At the moment we certainly have no 
time for anything extra. I think it would be very worthwhile if Dr. 
Ely could definitely get out here this month to gpt a first hand look 
at the island and go over our study plans with me. 

The second problem is more critical; I have been unable to fathom 
a complete change of attitude on the part of the Commanding Officer 
here. Perhaps this is partly explained by Dr. Ely's letter and the 
present attitude of CG 14, I do know that the CO was very upset about 
Roger's personal uncleanliness and the general mess which he created 
in our room and lab; this story has even gotten over to Midway, for 
Chan had heard about it. Clothing and equipment of ours has been 
found all over Kure since I returned, several things being ruined, 
and a string of bands belonging to us was found on a lawn on Midway 
sometime in December or January; I don't know who lost them. 

The CO and I have had several unpleasant incidents over what I 
consider relatively minor matters since I returned. He has informed 
me that we are no longer allowed use of anything belonging to the 
base without getting specific permission for each item and each 
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occasion, and that if we wanted sometdng we could ask Smithsonian for 
it, rather than see if it were available here. He will no longer 
allow anything of ours to be kept outside the lab building, putting 
the squelch on such things as a dermestid colony, a pile of lumber and 
bamboo stakes, cages, and the shorebird trap. I feel that he has 
become somewhat unreasonable, and really can't determine whether this 
is being caused by some emotional problem of his own, or whether we 
are the cause. If we are he has not been willing to discuss the 
problem, though I have tried several evenings to draw him out on the 
matter. 

Following a particularly bad incident early this week I have had 
two long talks with him. The first included the executive officer 
and got nowhere as we still had our hackles up about the incident. 

Then Wednesday night we talked for two hours. The CO feels that he 
has been too naive about the project, that he has let us "get away" 
with too much in the past, and now feels that we are interfering with 
the operation of the station. He doesn't want us to leave, he doesn't 
mind having a third man here, who, incidentally, will be housed in an 
empty room in the CPO's quarters if we ever get him; so I am at some¬ 
what of a loss as to just what it is he wants. He told me he didn't 
want to cooperate through friendship anymore, which stunned me a bit, 
and that from now on he wanted this to be just a business deal. Then 
this morning he apologized for his behavior of the past week, said 
he'd realized that he did value our friendship, and hoped that I'd 
forgive him. So you figure it out, 

I feel that the apologies given by both of us cleared the air 
a good bit, but I realize that we'll have to proceed very cautiously 
from now on. We will naturally conform to all of his directives, as I 
believe we have in the past. I have made it clear that I realize we 
are here as guests and have no intention of doing anything which dis¬ 
rupts the station's routine, but that I feel that our work is important 
enough that it shouldn't be disrupted by petty incidents for which I 
can't find a rational explanation. 

I think it's best to let the situation sit awhile now to see 
what the apologies achieve. The CO has voiced no complaints about 

any of our personnel except Roger, whom he will not permit to return, 
so that if we obey all his directives and keep a level head at all 
times things should run smoothly again. I'll keep you informed as I 
feel the situation merits. 


Most sincerely, 

\s£> 

William 0. Wirtz II 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 


cc; Dr. Charles Ely 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


Dear Mrs. Church, 

I recleved your letter reguarding the mistake in banding records 
from Midway yesterday, and must confess that I X was very suprised that this 
was yet unresolved* Two months ago I talked with Fred Sibley about this matter 
and told him how to correct the record, but apparently he left for the line 
Island trip forgetting to convey the information to you. 


In September '63 when I left for Midway and Kure Wirtz and I took 


some 2,900 #7B bands ( 737-45101-737-48000 ) with us. From then through December 
we used these bands in serial order on Midway and Kure, and I used the last 
group of these bands ( 47000 series ) on Midway if late December. Earlier in 
the month I used the 46000 series on Midway. The mistake in the records is due 
to my misrecdrding the thousand series for the last group of bands used. I 
believe that the copy of the record that you have repeats the 46000 series 
twice: This is in errog and the last entry ( chronologically ) should be for the 
47000 series. I expect that this will correct the error, and apologise for the 
worry it must have caused you. 


in the offshore island banding here 


Turning to another probl 


at Oahu we are finding larger populations than we had expected. We have some 
of all band sizes here now except #2, and if you can round up the following 
supplies of bands and materials to be ready for us by April 18, it would be 
appreciated. 



Band Size 2 
Band Size 3 
Band Size 5 
B an d Size 7B 
Band Size 8 


Band Size 3 5,000 ^ zf Sa EL 

Band Size 5 1,000 

Band Size 7B 2,000 

Band Size 8 100 ^ 




\ 


This stock of bands for the offshore islands should be adequate 


for April, and Dr. Ely will undoubtedly order the bands he needs in April 
for the coming months• 

Would you please see that the enclosed two notes get to Dr. Ely 
and Maryanna respectively* Thanking you, I am, 



Very Truly Yours, 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 
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20 March 1964 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

Just one of those informal notes to let you know we're still 
alive, just barely. The weather has been against us, the CO has 
been against us (as a letter to Phil explains), and the birds are 
always against us, in fact I haven't had anything nice against me 
in over a month now. Bob is his usual spastic self, but is holding 
up quite well under fire. I recently promoted him to the rank of 
captain (I'm a general), and I now permit him to sleep at the foot 
of my bed, at attention of course. I've been reduced to a helpless 
cripple by mashing a toe out in the Scaevola in some silly way 
which I can't even recall, but this doesn't slow me down in the 
least; it only smarts a bit. 

Our albatross chicks, dear little buckets of barf, are growing 
like mad now. Some of the blackfeet weigh over 9 pounds with a full 
tummy. We have 58 blue-faced booby nests, 3 them with chicks. The 
mas are wearing blue hats this year, and the pas red. We have a 
very colorful island. The tropicbirds are laying - eggs. Bob is 
quite interested in working with this species. Some of the red-foots 
and frigates have eggs but we haven't had too much of a chance to 
work with them, especially since we're terrible at charging through 
Scaevola 10 feet high. The wedgetails are coming back, the Christmas 
Islands are coming back, the sooties are coming back, the gray-backs 
are coming back, the brown boobies are coming back, in fact just 
about everyone except Charlie Brown is here. J As soon as this infer¬ 
nal rain stops, we've run out of dry clothes, we'll go out and 
finish counting albatross chicks and get an egg count on the frigates 
and red-foots so I can send in my second overdue report like a bad 
little boy. The problem is we're so busy collecting data we really 
don't have time to think about it. 

The freezer finally arrived; that helped the CO's problem a bit. 
We got the scale like I asked Binion for; I'm not sure whether he 
sent it or you did. We got the box of recovery forms and manilla 
folders. The stuff shipped out before I left has all arrived. I 
found the extra treadles in the Sherman traps last week. I can't 
think of anything else stupid to say so I guess I'll stop. 

As ever. 


Bill 

P.S. Some of this might be included in the "droppings" if you've 
the nerve. 
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16 M arch, 1964 


Dear Dave and Kens 

Thanks for showing us around Sand Island* 

Following is the data on the released Terns* All of them looked 
in good condition when released* As soon as each hiid was free it oanded 
together with the previousl y released birds* Ail eight birds formed a 
group rappidly and began swooping down to the winter, probably drlniling* 
They were all lost from sight before we could tell in which direction 


they would fly# One bird in box # 3 
wasn’t able to find out which ones* 


Box # 

Date 

Time 

Latitude 

i 

12 March 

0630 

16 12* 

7 

#♦ ft 

0640 

n » 

2 

ft ft 

1200 

15 45* 

5 

ff «» 

1843 

14 57* 

6 

f« «t 

2315 

14 55* 

3 

13 Match 

0643 

15 39* 

4 

It « 

1200 

16 19* 


You may be interested to know 


two in # 4 had laid eggs# I 


Longitude Distance from Sand Island 


171 

51* 

ca# 

137 

mi. 

wsw 

ft 

W 

n 

ft 

ft 

ft 

172 

17* 

ca# 

171 

mi# 

wsw 

173 

26* 

ca# 

248 

mi* 

SSW 

173 

###57* 

ca* 

285 

mi* 

sw 

173 

22* 

Ca* 

222 

mi * 

wsw 

172 

58* 

ca*i 

,199 

mi * 

sws 

t yesterday 

(March 

15) 

about 


429 miles SHuthvest of Oahu, we collected an Immature Sooty Tern* 
Have you seen any flying immature (all black with white spots) oirds 

around Johnston? 

Please let me hear bout the return of the above marked terns. 


yours in P 0 B S f 


Patrick J. Gould 











Want List 


Kure 


16 March 1964 


With reference to the Ohaus manual enclosed, we need 6 bearings out here. 
No. 1008, as soon as possible. It wouldn't hurt to get more of these as 
other teams will probably experience the same problem from time to time. 

Other items needed, and amounts, are: 

~~r f y - 

Marksalot, black 


2 Metal rule, metric and English, 1 foot 



Dividers, pair 



Hanson utility scale. No. 1371 



motorcyle service manual for Yamaha MJ2 trail cycle 



Battery, 12 volt for cycle; message sent to Merrill, Hono requesting 
him to purchase one and send it to Herb Kebschull on a log flight, 
but we haven't received it 


- Burgess battery, 12 volt, for radar lights 


-d- 6— Notebook, loose-leaf, 3 ling, for 8 l/2 by 11 paper, 1 inch size 

Memoranda books 

J P , . 

24 Film, black and white, 35mm.» 36 exposure rolls 


3 Rain suit, good quality; the ones we got from Atlas don't work, and 
we have only one left anyway 


i——^-2— Rapidograph, No. 1 

-^-2— Shovels; we have some lying around back there 





Plus all the things I asked Dick Merrill to bring, the balance, extension 
cords, etc, Anything on the above list which is already on its way you can, 
of course, strike out. 


Bill Wirtz 



a /p/ 5 e/2j 











Meeting with Coast Guard l4 



I9CV 

March l4--Made arrangements to meet with Coast Guard offic. 

Contacted Capt. Johnson, Chief of Staff, CG l4. Phone 588 - 851 . 
Located on fourth floor of Seaborn Bldg, near and behind Ala Moa^ra 
shopping center• 

Had previously been in contact (telephone) with Col Hutson and 
John Bushman--they were unable to attend a 1000 meeting. Capt. Reeves- 
HAWSEAFRON--suggested that DTC not get involved. I had impression that 
they didn’t want to be involved and weren T t too pleased with my idea to 
visit Coast Guard. 

My plan as explained to both Col. Hutson and to Mr. Bushman was to 
present myself as the newly-arrived field director of S. I. research 
in the central Pacific. I would then explain our program and leave the 
problem of the third man on Kure until later, if possible. 

Contacted Capt. Johnsen, made appointment for 1000, delivered by 
Dick Merrill. 

Met with Capt. Johnsen, and Capt. Crosbey (sp.). I presented our 
program and presented copies of the two preliminary reports. They were 
ready and waiting for discussion of their problems and ours on the 
islands. This was their first contact with S. I. They had had only 
contact with Capt. Sudduth from DTC and asked about liaison man from 
DTC. Capt ? Crosbey ? brought in all of their communications involving 
Kure and Sand and went through each series giving the complete history 
with appropriate comments. 

I may have presented too much information since much of what I 
said was completely new to them. Some of their problems were: 

1 . They had no information on out work and claimed they had been 
asking for information from Washington for months. 

2. Their information from DTC was very outdated. They had no 
statement of our activities after 31 December 1963* except request for 
people to visit island. 

3* Much data from DTC bypassed them and went to the station C.0. 
This was also true of orders to S. I. people from S. I. 

4. Our travel requests gave the impression of short term projects 
They were shocked to know that our program might extend to 30 June 1965 

5• ^thergroups are involved on these islands other than S. I. 
personnel. 



Dr. Ely field notes 
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6 . None of these activities are included in Coast Guard budgets. 

7 . The limit of two men was to include all non-Coast Guard personnel. 
The extra duty involved amounts to 10 percent increase in personnel 
work load, which is already cut short and carefully regulated for sake 
of Coast Guard morale. 

8 . Due to the trend of conversation, I did not push my ideas. 

I tried to explain that many of the apparent discrepencies in 
changes in plan were due to evolution of the program and the information 
needed from us. For example--first a request for up to six reople 
for a few days and then later for two to four, four times a year. 

Now we have two permanently and others from time to time. They acted 
as though they thought they were getting a raw deal--something being put 
over on them. 

General Summary--Coast Guard ik is definitely not happy. Claim to have 
been letting things go thinking that it would soon be over. Veiled 
threats that they could kick us off both islands anytime with present 
agreements. Capt. Crosbey stated need for written presentation of our 
desires, needs, etc. through DTC very soon. 

Suggestion and I agreed: 

1 . Need for meeting with Coast Guard, DTC and S.I. to present, 
re-evaluate and agree upon future activities. This could be initiated 
by written program from S. I. and staff level meeting with Coast Guard 
1^-. Probable personnel - Ely, Hutson, Sudduth and/or Bushman, and 
several staff men. (Capts. Johnson and Crosbey probably). The results 
could then be passed on by CO, ikth Coast Guard district, Rear admiral 
C. C. Kffapp. 

Next need to talk with Bushman and Hutson. Capts. Johnsen and 
Crosbey seemed unaware of the visit by the medical committee. Both 
talked of a recent visit which sounded like the latter group. I T 11 
bet they still have those dates mixed up. 

t I was definitely on the defensive and it is obvious that Coast 
Guard ik has final word barring some very high level orders from very 
top of organization. 

2 . I recommended that we do not pus<ph the question of a third 
man for Kure at this time. 

3* I recommended that French Frigate Shoals not be discussed 
at this time. 

k. Both Col. Hutson and Bushman will be informed of this meeting. 




Field notes 
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5 . I recommended that steps he taken to get all groups together 
and a better system set up. In this connection we can get our plans 
in better shape and ready to send along JhJough channels. 

6. Copies of each report were left with Coast Guard 1^-. 

Met Capt* Charles Tighe after our meeting. He asked a few 
questions and made a brief policy statement--usual stuff--willing to 
cooperate within limits of normal Coast Guard duties at these stations. 
I explained again reasons for need for third man on Kure but idea 
wasn T t accepted. 

Personnel evaluation - first impressions-- 

Capt. Johnsen --reminds me of a Navy chief. Seems like 
a hard man to deal with, seemed stubborn and not too sharp. Kept 
referring back to single points. Request for Merrill for two 
months when we really wanted a man for entire period. Suspicious. 

I don ! t think he grasped the problem. 

Capt* Crosbey- -had talked with Sudduth about a year ago. Seemed to 
have a better grasp of what it was all about. Seemed to understand 
the whole history and details of what the stations are like. He may 
understand our program??; but I ! m sure it would come second to anything 
Coast Guard. My first impression is that we might be able to work 
with him. 

Capt. Tighe --met him just briefly. He is not yet briefed on our 
program but is an experienced administrator. I think he might be 
sympathetic to our cause when all facts are known. 






AIRMAIL 



March 12, 19& 


Mr. A. Binion Amereon, Jr. 
Smithsonian Party 
US Coast Guard LCRAN Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 


Dear Binion: 

Would you look at the paint shakers in this catalog and see if 
there is one which will suit? Or can you draw plans which I could 
submit to the shops here to have built? Rote all the bases for the 
shakers in the catalog are extra and I would reed a decision on that 
also. 

Decisions - decisions, Binion, but please don't panic! 1l 

Today I have sent you staples, dividers, rapldographs, forceps, 
stationary, pads, and a cleaning kit for 12 ga. shotgun. The 
requested flash attachment kit is. not on the shelves here but I will 
get one to you as quickly as possible. 

We are having a few nice days - the kind when it really is great 
to sit on the Mall at noon. WiBh you were here. 


Sincerely yours. 


(Mrs) ifaryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure 

Red Devil Tools, Catalog 25. 





AIRMAIL-SPECIAL DELIVERY 








March 12, 1964 


Dr. Charles A. Ely 
Hawaiian King Hotel 
417 Hohonani Street 
Waikiki, Hawaii 


Dear Dr. Ely: 

Col. Them called me a few minutes ago and said pending further 
action, probably medical, Davis will not receive clearance. He will 
be very disappointed not to be leaving for the field. I haven’t told 
him. I’ll leave that for Dr. Humphrey or until I'm pushed into it.'] 

How - as for the personnel scheduling, I have made the following 
changes if it is all right with you: 

Hoeman will stay aboard the S^arbrite changing to Sand right 
after tbs* April cruise. 

' r 

Arne r man will stay on Sand until Hoeman can relieve him. Hone 
of this seems drastic to me. I think that someone should inform 
Amerraan that he will not be relieved until late April. He may have 
the impression that it will be earlier from that tentative field plan 
I sent out. And of course Pat and Vin should know where Vin will be 
in April, 

• ' . 

V-. 

Gotta run - Linda and Mrs. Church are after me. With every mail 
today have come things to be copied and sent to you and thousands of 
banding schedules for Jane. 



(Mrs) Maryanns Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


March 12, 1964 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D,C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

Everything is more or less O.K. here. The expense money check arrived 
here but I havf to go to Midway to cash it so it may be a little while 
before I can pay Bianchi. 

Income tax is the next problem. .About $50.00 has been withheld from 
my salary for D. C. Tax. How do I get this money returned. I have no 
residence established there so I should not have to pay it. Would you 
please send me the necessary forms. 

I know you are very busy so I won't bore you with any more problems 
unless its absolutely necessary. 

See you sometime, I hope. 



As Always, 


bert R* Fleet 


AIRMAIL 


« 


l-Sarch 12, 19^ 


Mr. Raymond R. Jillsan 
Smithsonian Party 
USG Lipan (ATF 35) 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Ray; " 

Enclosed is a copy of your security clearance form which has 
been returned for additional information on Items 10 and 15. 

Please finish and return directly to Col. Them in the enclosed 
envelope. This is rather urgent so please mail back as soon as 
possible. 

Many thanks. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Mrs) Maryanns Smellov 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure 

DD- 398 -Jillson 
Envelope - Lt. Col. Them 


c: Lt. Col. Them 












AIRMAIL - INSURED 

March 12, 1964 


Mr. Raymond R. Jillson 
Smithsonian Party 
USS Lipan (ATE 85 ) 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Rays 

'S 

You seem to get paid more often that I - it seems like I send 
you more checks than I keep.* I I'm sure mine don't last as long as 


yours, either. I just don't know if 
one or not - I'll meditate on It for 



Enclosure 

Smithsonian Paycheck No. 63545 to 


I can bear to send you another 

a couple of weeks. 

. ; 

Sincerely yours, 

- v 

(Mrs) Maryanns Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Jillson, dated 3A/64 for $137.25 





Please send: 



100 

24 

24 

24 

2 


recovery forms 42-R129Q 

manila folders, the accordian type with sides 
pocket memoranda books 

mailing envelopes large enough to hold a sheet like this flat 
extra glass lenses for the Burgess 12 volt radar lights 


100 

24 

24 

24 

2 



\ 





AIRMAIL 



March 11, 1964 


Mr. A. Binion Amerson, Jr. 
Smithsonian Party 
US Coast Guard LORAN Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 


Dear Binion: 

This really Beans you are part of the "In" group. It takes a 
GS-11 or above to get a copy!! Dr. Humphrey is concerned lest this 
report he touching on classified material and wants to limit the 
distribution as much as possible. 

Poor Dr. Ely, he shed a tear when this all went to the printer 
and he couldn’t lean on Linda’s shoulder anymore2 

Commit this number to memory, you are responsible for it just 
as for the zip code, room number, driver’s license, social security 
number, and my telephone number. 


Bye, 


(Mra) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure 

Preliminary Report on Occurrence of Birds at sea in the Central Pacific 

(Ho. 145) 





Night Letter 


March 11, 1964 


Dr. Charles A. Ely 
Hawaiian King Hotel 
417 Nohonani Street 
Waikiki, Hawaii 


Received following telegram from Wirtz,March 11: Quote 

1) Kure program demands 7 day work week of 2 men at present. 

2) No reproductive phenology studies possible on Frigate, movies, 
or burrowing Proeellarids without 3rd man. 

3) Collection of meristie data present breeding studies will be 
curtailed without 3rd man. 

4) Field party cannot lend one of two members to cooperating 
studies without 3rd man. 

5) CO CG Lorsta Kure advises facilities available and willing to 
accommodate 3rd man, 

6) Advise SI and DTC evaluate program on Kure, decide what data 
is pretinent, and act accordingly regarding 3rd man. Unquote. 

March 9 TWX to CG 14 from DESERET: Quote 

1) Smithsonian Inst, personnel informal inquiry to station commander 
Kure Island indicated space was available subject to approval 
from Commander CG 14 district. 

2) Request reconsideration. Unquote 

In answer 


March 11 TWX from Coast Guard 14 to DESERET follows: Quote 

Maximum 2 men Kure Island firm. Additional personnel add undue 
burden on station and logistic support to station. Unquote. 




Night Letter, March 11, 1964 Dr. Charles A. Ely p.2 

Them advises you contact Hutson and both together personally see 
CG 14 to seek solution. Them feels it unwise for DTC to make another 
formal request for appeal by TWX. When decision definite, inform 
Wirtz, Merrill, Washington. Bushman arrives Honolulu and will contact 
you March 12 or 13. He probably wishes to accompany you to Coast 
Guard headquarters. 

Reports from King, Sibley, (one in PO Box Honolulu}. Vin's rope 
in PO Box Honolulu addressed to you. 

ATF to arrive April 15. 

Can you mail me the missing keys to the office and library? 


Maryanna 






AIRMAIL 


March li, 1964 


Mr. Patrick J. Gould 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Division of Birds 
PO Box 9187 

Honolulu, Hawaii 968 EO 


Dear Pat: 

This really means you are part of the "In" group. It takes a 
GS-U or above to get a copy] i Dr. Humphrey is concerned lest this 
report be touching on classified material and wants to limit the 
distribution as much as possible. 


'or • y: 

Poor Dr. Ely, he shed a tear when this all went to the printer 
and he couldn’t lean on Linda's shoulder anymore I 

Commit this number to memory, you are responsible for it just 
as for the zip code, room number, driver's license, social security 
number, and try telephone number. 


$sre. 


(Mrs) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 

Enclosure 

Preliminary Report on Occurrence of Birds at Sea in the Central Pacific 

(Ho. 145) 



AIRMAIL 


March 11, 19(3+ 


Mr. Fred C. Sibley 
Smithsonian Party 
USS Llpan (ATF 85) 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Fred: 

This really means you are part of the "In ,! group. It takes a 
GS-11 or above to get a copy!! Dr. Humphrey is concerned lest this 
report be touching on classified material and wants to limit the 
distribution as much as possible. 

Poor Dr. Ely, he shed a tear when this all went to the printer 
and he couldn't lean on Linda's shoulder anymore!J 


Commit this number to memory, you are responsible for it just 
as for the zip code, room number, driver's license, social security 
number, and my telephone number. 


Bye* 


(Mrs) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure 

Preliminary Report on Occurrence of Birds at Sea in the Central Pacific 

(Ho. 1M+) 
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SMITHSONIAN INST. WASHDC 


1103 00Z 9G\v 

| 1. SEND ONE HANSON MODEL 1371 UTILITY SCALE BY AIR IMMEDIATELY, 

2. OBTAIN MECHANICS INSTRUCTION FOR MOTORCYCLE AND SEND AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. SIGNED: W.O. WIRTZ RESEARCH CURATOR, PACPROJ. 


COAST GUARD LORAN STATION KURE 
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AIRMAIL 


March 11, 1964 


Mr. William 0. Wirtz, II. 

Smithsonian Party 

US Coast Guard LCSRAW Station 

USH Air Station 3080 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Bill: 

This really means you are part of the "In" group. It takes a 
GS-11 or above to get a copy]J Dr. Humphrey is concerned lest this 
report be touching on classified material and wants to limit the 
distribution as much as possible. 

Poor Dr. Ely, he shed a tear when this all went to the printer 
and he couldn't lean on Linda's shoulder anymore11 


Commit this number to memory, you are responsible for it Just 
as for the zip code, room number, driver's license, social security 
number, and my telephone number. 


Bye, 


(Mrs) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure 

Preliminary Report on Occurrence of Birds at sea in the Central Pacific 

(Ho. 142) 



AIRMAIL 


March 9, 1964- 


Smithsonian Party 
Mr. David A. Bratley 
US Coast Guard LQRAK Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 


Dear David: 

_..i ; - 

Enclosed is a check for $220.00 which we thought you might 
like to have to tide you over until you come hack to us in DC. 

The check just arrived here and so we are sending it off to you 

■>* 

right away. Have a blast! 








Love from us all, 


Anne Blanchette 
Division of Birds 



Enclosure 

Check No. 48117, $220.00 (TA SI 571) 
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March 9, 1964 
Mr. James Pinson Ludwig 
Smithsonian Institution 
Box 9187 

Honolulu 20» Hawaii 


Dr. Philip S. Humphrey, Curator, 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Humphrey, 


You will recall from our short discussion in December that I was 


undecided as to whether I should continue with the Pacific Project after 
May of this year. Since that time I have given the question much thought 
and after receiving a rather nice teaching offer from the University of Michigan 
I have decided that it would be best to leave the project officially on May 8 
rather than having a leave of absence. It seems the wisest course that I 
return to graduate school and complete the few course requirements which stand 
in the way of establishment of a doctoral committee. 


On my part, I feel very indebted to you and the Smithsonian for 


excellent experience which the Pacific Project has afforded me and I will 
leave the project with the feeling that I have taken away much more than I 
have been able to give. I hope that you will feel free to call on me for any 
assistance that I might be able to render from my position in Ann Arbor. 


One aspect of the project that I might be able to accomplish a 


considerable amount on while at Ann Arbor is the identification of the 
various endoparasites which the field teams have recovered. During the past 
three years I have spent a great deal of time working on endoparasites of 
birds and I would more than enjoy an opportunity to work on some of the 
material which has been accumulated. I suspect that there are at least 
several undescribed species of helminths which are in the possession 
of the Smithsonian at the present time. Most of the endoparasite collections 
have been randomly made, but this in no way detracts from the value of these 
specimens. To my knowledge, there is practically nothing known about the 
endoparasites of these birds. In any event, I wished you to know of my 
interest in this aspect of Zoology and my willingness to take on such work 
as you might direct. 


I expect now that I will return to Washington May 7 and I would hope 


to have a final chance to speak with you then, particularly in regard to the 
work on endoparasites. I have examples of my work in Washington, and several 
several thousand endoparasite specimens to illustrate what can be accomplished 
with this kind of work. I will look forward to seeing you then. I remain. 



Very T r uly Yours, 


At Sea, Starbrite 
March 9, 1964 
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Dear Maryanna. 

Enclosed with this is a letter to Dr* Humphrey containing my resignation 
from the Pacific Project effective as of Friday, May 8, 1964* I have thought 
it best to direct a letter to you now to work out the details of my stay in 
Washington prior to the 8th of May. 

I have had some conversations with Dr. Ely on this matter and decided 
that the best course was to attempt to use up any leave time which I was due 
while here in Hawaii in order to eliminate a book-keeping problem for you, and also 
indirectly to befefit the project. I had spoken with Ely about spending what leave 
time was due me on Maui banding on Molokini Island and searching Halealtla Crater 
for Dark-rumped Petrels. These are two projects that I would like to see finished 
before I leave, but it probably will not be feasible to assign a man to work there 
in May at the beginning of the breeding cycle. Therefore it seems best to take 
take what annual leave I have coming in that fashion. If I am correct, I will 
have accumulated 80 hours of leave as of May 1 - Is this cor rect? Ely and I will 
work out the details here. Do I need to fill in ofie of the leave application forms? 
If so I would appreciate it if you would send one along. 

Several other thoughts have come to mind reguarding my resignation. Will 
the Smithsonian again pay for my trip home? If so, I will be be returning to the 
University of Michigan Biological Station again May 18 to resume my researches 
there. However, I will be going by way of Massachusetts to see Drury, and across 
Canada to contact a fisheries biologist on Lake Erie and my route will be 
anything but direct. Since I came directly from KXXKXXgKhii t^e Biological Station 
to Washington, would it be possible to use that mileage quoted then? I will 
leave this to you and we can work out the details when I get to D.C. 

The final point i£ when to fly back to Washington. Other than having a 
talk with Dr. Humphrey and pulling my equipment together for the trip back to 
Michigan, I can see no reason to spend a week or so in Washington, and will plan 
to fly back to be in for work at the Museum on the morning of May 7 ( Thursday ), 
unless I hear otherwise from you. 

Finally, you must promise to have dinner with me before I leave. Let's 
say that is an order. I hope all goes weil back in D.C. Starbrite continues to 
gather data - yesterday we collected a gull which may be either a Franklin's or 
a Japanese Gull C L. crasslrostris ), and finally after two months of seeing 
practically nothing the birds are returning to the study area. It is good to 
see one once in a while. 

Thanks for your help, and remember that dinner engagement. 


James Pinson Ludwig 
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James Pinson Ludwig 
Box 9187 
Honolulu 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

Maryanna ( alias OMBOT ), 

Thanks for memories and the glassies- they arrived today in A-l 
condition, and since I can see to write now here is a short letter* 

1 had a talk with Dr. Humphrey last evening, and he suggested that 1 
get back to D.C • so as to have most of a week to complete the proceedures 
of signing out of the program* I will plan to arrive in time for work Tuesday 
May 5. Do you c"'are how I route my flying back? I would like to stop in 
Minneapolis ( taking a day of leave ) on the 4th as 1 nee d to see the Fish 
and Wildlife people there relative to my work in Michigan for the summer: Is it 
O.K. to change my routing to include Minneapolis ( I will gladly pay any extra 
fare involved )? Actually, since this involved prop flights, I believe it is 
actually cheaper than the direct flight* 

Lately I have been buying nearly 100% of Starbrite supplies, and my 
cash supply is getting quite low* Could you send on an additional advance of 
$200* for April? I will have my expenses itemized for you when I get in to D*C* 

Finally, are you going to save that evening so that I can take you to 
dinner? I cannot say that I am waiting breathlessly for an answer because it is 
hard to stay alive that way, but the offer is good* 


Thanks, 



6 


is * 


l-jkuJ fto&nr-’ w 

T8 l l r xc <i 
Ltltrl onofi 

l/IQ!'; uT i Tc Hi HA 1HQ8 H TIM 3 
MU 33 UM J.At 4 C!TAK« 3 HTAT 8 d 3 'TlMU 

a kIOTQM«H s2AW 


« ( Tj8.< 


Eftilc i &iuifc<rT*M 


i.A fsi vrsboi covirrur ^ari3 aaslg ari* bris ®3iiotrew-: ici fc?l*<«rn 

5 iod 3 a si vca slirv o3 33? nr>o 1 bos f noiJibxxoD 


1 j*>rt ‘ fe $ - &sg a - 3 sri bjss, *gx;i -»v. .-^-1 riJh >ils3 | bmi 1 

» r^*1 Ob03 O O 4 q sril a 3 31 r; ! ' OD u- viSOW 6 50 3&OHt k SV0H O t B'S u?' ♦ J*0 £V 4*^^ 430 

•;svV jfcow-nqft 3«fld nf avisos o3 fJsU*q Hi*? I ^mXlgcrii 

V i i a. - ' • . •«- . ti . ■ * 


ill Q\yj a 03 


*a 

-f»-X -*- 1 - ' 1 /. t i' 

- 


iuo gjiiiigi 

a ao 

0 

:;v ciC * 2 


)' 

oi .{uqa^ 

nfliM 

-s 


bno 

rig 

ri^rf:> 03 

• H.O 

risviovni 

s xe! 


£g|'£ srt .-o*. o3 b ar 1 • - rf3A arf3 no ( avaal lo vfefc & gnidaS ) ^Hoq^OfslM 

ji 8.1 tisfctwrua 

8-v txa vft, vac Yi^sfg lii'-r I ) «4Xo<tesanfH afcu-lorsl oi gnldtm *{u sgnftdo 03 .JUG 
g j ,:i 3 /s,-iJ.-sd I e 5 .j.-igi' :i qo'.iq iovlovnl stdJ 901 ?I9 «*{!JEsudoA V( bovioirni sxsi 

• ids1H io**tb ©if3 wdJ tsqssri© 

•_ : : > li ( Wit 33** 93t*d*e*5 'io .fOOi \tiBBa gfll\u<J na>d ©vari I 
1© so/;, /fan i& loii'lbbe nr. no bn.-3« uo^ biudO «woi siiup fr.iiJag el ri «sa 

,^,C 3 o.i n’t ifhi X eedv wov. r; ; * fessirsdi soanoqx* *vvri liiw 1 Vliit-A to'i .COi'i 


, r -.*» 

n i ; i 


03 uov odr -3 jrfso I 4sri3 o?? gfcinsvs, 3»ri3 WEg 03 gcioji aov 31 a *■ 
a; 31 - ) t$ ■•./ i toi 3BSld g|fi4isw sr b i 3sri3 Ao;tmo I 

•boog ei Jfriio a/ij Jud 3on3 otila va4a 


;i'0;TrtJb 




: lV ?4 4 - •■*■- : 









m 




(i ; March 9, 1964 


Dear Maryannat 


lhase ATF trips are getting a little rushed for me. Particularly 
since the time between trips gets shorter and shorter* My temper seems 
to follow the same pattern. Just now S.I. personnel oan’t turn around 
without getting chewed out. In order to allviate some of the rush 
between trips we are pushing out all the records on banding, etc. as we 
go along and of course Mrs, Chur eh will then I hope taka care of it from 
then on. Next step will be to leave all our equipment In Pearl Harbor 
packed for the neact trip and finally we cme to you. I have Included a 
list of items w® will need for the next trip assuming it is similar 

to the present one. Could you get the ordering started on these as soon 
as possible so that they arrive before the last week of May. I don’t think 
I want to go through another last minute rush, I have also included a list 
of suggested schedule changes for the next trip. Could you see about 
getting these to the right sources - particularly the Navy - before they 
fix everything up in a strait jacket. 

Our short stay in Samoa has been rather hectic for some of us and 
for others partially a ball, Ray shrt of overjigged his capacity one night 
and ended up $50 dollars short the next morning. Just now he has gone 
native and wanders around in his lava lava all the time. I only hope 
reality returns when we leave tomorrow morning. 


ITEMS NEEDED FOR JUNE*JULY ATF TRIP 


XStatlonary 
XCarbon sets 
^Airmail Envelopes 


100 sheets 
100 
50 

5 

10 — 00 and 0 

2 

200 


f u • Banding Schedules 

‘“X. Banding Return schedule 
Recovery Sheets 


X- B a l l Points 
/ -Rapido graphs 
Eraser (typewritter) 

Ks/ Y*> - .J 4 T«n 1r _ a 


f* '"’X. Banding Return schedule (3-137B) 100 


0 J .. c k v r( ci ‘-At sea record sheets (3 types) 


X Journal Paper 
Scotch Tape 


200 

60 of each 
500 



XSmall 3 ring binders 
j ^Manila Folders ( closed) 


1 

6 

20 

2 

5 


t 4 H T Binoculars 
A -t \ — Tent Poles 

- Telescoping poles 


1 per???? - Individual glasses?? 

1 set ( as Larry ordered before we left) 


20 - 
20 


- Tent Stakes (24-30") 
>#eavy cord - 1/8 * 
JfClothes line 


300 feet 
100 feet 
4 


- Cots 

Mb' 001 ^ gs 


2 ( as previous work order) 
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/"’Navigational lights for use on the islands - the present pressure 
lamps have not worked at all and are a continual pain — can you 
j locate something which is battericS powered - visable up to 5 miles 




bulky ( i.e two should fit into a large metal 




Vv 




/ ammo box)* They should also run at least 12 hours on 

1 one battery* If you can find such a light order four and the 
v necessary batteries for about 35 nights ashore. 

Has anyone done anything about radios for this next trip. The ones 
we are presently using are excellent but have been borrowed by the 
ship. I understand that in the future S.I. is expected to supply 
the radios and extra batteries. 


A i h c . 


n i/2* disposable needles 
f i*Large Banding Plier3 
KSraall banding pliers 
XBand Openers 
— Small Headlights 

with GE bulbs- 
XExtra bulbs 
*D size batteries 


400 

8 

15 

3 

8 

8 


6 


? -c 


X Knee Pads 
fr-ed — Gloves 

p.^.-i -Bird Nets - 


' o( , 
4 f 


t 

Fr -cd 


Bands 


60 doz, ( don*t count on the ones 

in Pearl Harbor as the ones 
we took out of storage for 
this trip were badly corroded and we have had 
to purchase $70 w^pth of batteries aero in Pago 
Pago to carry us through). 

5 pair 

(wait until we cone back - 2 pr, per) 
- ONLY IF YOU CAN GET THEM IN A SMALLER MESH * the new 
ones you ordered for this trip were the same size 
as before. 

Probably all right on everything but 7B - might find 
out if ue are going to use the other colors of anodized 
bands. 


ST 


?*Small Scissors - dissectin 
;<Xarge Scissors - dissecting 
Ort/ — Scalpels - solid blade 


i- 


( 


I 


& 


< i 


- Noodles - assorted sizes 
X Pocket Knives - 2or 3 blade 
X Automatic Syringe 
Chee secloth 
I Scales 


s 


-XSmall Jars - 1/4 pint? screw cap 
XQuart Jars - glass - wire snap? 

r r- iw * v n ff Ur S® Metal A t ™ 0 90X98 

Pasteboard Drums 

Rubber Gloves 


\ PrA\<i’ 1 , 

,.V » 

r f> 


10 

7 

10 

8 packs 

6 

1 

60 yds. 

1 ( we will ship back our present 
pair to be reworked) 

24 

12 

4 

20 

4 pr. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 



March 7, 1964 


Dear Maryanna: 

Dr. Ely tells me I am no longer God and after you see all the letters 
I have written to Mrs. Church you will probably feel that you are no longer 
Boss. However it is only a matter of there not being enough time in the day 
to write everyone. Thanks for all the crazy signs, letters, etc. 

Everyone has pretty well recovered from the long nights and hard work 
of the last month and now are full of ambition again. All except the noble 
leader who is tired of staying up until two ©clock trying to find wnat 
happened to band 727-65403 or where the schedule for that 100 Fairy Terns went. 

Everyone was invited up to the Governors house yesterday for drinxs and 
I hope as a result of our stimulating conversation we have lined up some 

official transportation for our stay. 

Everyone sends there best to the hard working secretarial suaxf. We will 
shortly send along the first issue of the Fairy Isle Times plus I hope 
preliminary planning for the June—July trip. Then wollget you working again. 

Rather than start another everyone paaagraph I'll just ramble. Personnel 
have worked out quite well. Doug is outstanding and has been a life saver 
all along. He has been worked at a 7 position or higher ever since we hit 
Honolulu and has filled the job perfectly. Larry has improved by leaps and 
bounds although he still causes me to go through the celling a couple times 
a week. Ray just doesn't have the steam to keep up with the rest of the crew. 
He tries hard but the physical pressures are to great and his heart isn't 
really in this " go, go, go " attitude. He can't adjust to working 36 hours 
straight and then sleeping 12. 

In rescheduling" for June-July - how about giving me a whole crew of 
fire eaters (i.e Roger, Doug, Larry - and either King (hope, hope) or one or 
more of our high school crew - Mike, Peter, Donna- even Linda). 

Will send later some suggestions on changing the schedule for the June 
July trip to shorten it a bit. Just now we are hung on one fact tnat 1. 
we had to be in Pago Pago on a given date and Canton ( because of geo’■ raohy) 
had to be our last stop before Pago and 2. Permission has been requested to 
visit Palmyra during a specific period thus preventing any attempts to 
shorten the schedule. I'm afraid were just going to make it back beiore ti.e 
15th. Don't forget I want to take 15-20 days of vacation although I will 

probably take it in the form of long weekends. 

The ship has been magnificent so far. The best rubber boat runner I have 
ever seen. Ship's officers and crew all very friendly even if it may be 
forced at times. We can definitely use another Lab on board and or some minor 
cabinet work in the present lab to better use the available space. 

We were going to visit the Island Moon bar but the ship.crew closed all 
the otherS bars in town by noon and were being brought back in strait jackets 
by 3 from the Island Moon. Vie avoided the place although we notice the Chief 
Bosun Mate carrying Giragosian in the door by the scruii of his neck. J hn's 
feet weren't even touching the ground. Despite this rather obnoxious behavior 
it is really only their high spirits. In fact (don't pass it on) one olficer 
couldn't be revived in time for the Gov's go at 5P.M. and two others just 
managed to sober up enough to steer a relatively straight line. 



more later 
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DIVBIRDS SMITHSONIAN INST 26^- 

WASHDC JEFFERSON DRIVeTbET 9TH Affc.>12TH ST S& 

061S25Z ACTION DESERET TEST CENTER FT DOUGLAS UTAH FOR YOUR INTO 
TO: JOHN BUSHMAN BIRD SUPPLIES 

1. FOL SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR SHIPMENT 300 SOOTY TERNS 

10 ” 12 march: 

A. 40 SHIPPING CARTONS 

B. 150 HEAVY CARDBOARD DIVIDERS 

C. 40 WAXED BOTTOM INSERTS 

D. ABSORBENT LINERS 

2. ADVISE 

K AMERMAN CGLORSTA JOHNSTON 














AIRMAIL 


March 6, 1964 

Capt. C. W. Davis, V. 

Conmanding Officer 
US Naval Station Midway 

FPO 3080. San Francisco, California 

9 


Dear Capt. Davis: 


The staff of the Pacific\Project in the Division of Birds, 
Smithsonian Institution, has prepared a report: "Preliminary 
Biological Survey of Sand Island-Johnston Atoll. i: I am enclosing 
copy Do. 132 for your information and files. Although it doesn’t 
apply to your specific area, it does describe the type of work 
being done on the program. - 



Charles A. Ely 
Field Director 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure: 



Preliminary BiologicalSsrvey of Sand Island-Johnston Atoll 

(no. 132 ; 


copy of this letter and one copy of report also sent to: 
Capt C. ¥. Davis, C0-Midway—(jHo. 132) 











AIRMAIL 



March 6, ±99+ 


Commanding Officer 
JTF 8,6 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 


Dear Sirs 

• The staff of the Pacific Project in the Division of Birds, 
Smithsonian Institution, has prepared a report: "Preliminary 
Biological Survey of Sand Island-Johnston Atoll," I am enclosing 
copy Kb. 121 for your information and files. Unfortunately the 
supply erf* this publication is quite limited and we will probably 
not be able to furnish you additional copies unless you have a 
pressing need. 


Sincerely yours. 


Charles A. Ely 
Field Director 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure 

Preliminary Biological Survey of Sand Island-Johnston Atoll 

(No. 121) 








Also o rpv of tills letter 
r* i n v o f re oo rt (No It t) 

[l 4 ' ' 



'ora Brent ic lr. Hurl but 


V 1 _ 



Dr. S. 'Jailer 

Office of liaval Research 

Unshfnpjton, DC 


Deal' Dr. Caller: 


Pbe staff of the Pacific Project in the Division of Birds, 
fmithaonicn Institution, has prepared a report: "Preliminary 
oloaicnl irvc of fianu Island - Johnston •'tcU . I am ancles 1 re 
'Vj. q^ 5 for vour information and files. Unfortunately the 
supply oi this publication Is quite limited and we vili probebly 
not le able to furnish you additional copies unless "ou hrve a 




‘ess in a need 


incerel 


:ur: 


(Mrs) Maryan; u Smell cr; 
Research Deere tar;.’ 
Division of Birds 


Paolosure 

; > rel irainary Biologic 




Source; 


of Send Island-Jolmston /toll 

(No. 035) 


-U’ 


Copies 
following: 


.his letter and cne copy of report sent to eac.c 


tne 


'ol. Hutson 

133 

/-. Griffith 

I3J4 

col, Schanb 

126 

Mr. DuvaLl 

127 

Chan Robbins 

123 

Mr. Takata 

129 

Dr. Lamoureaux 

a t nr 

Mr. Bryan 

039 

Dr. Caller 
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HOTEL 417 HOUCK AN I ST UAIKIM ;AUAII 


HUTSON AND ABTi FOR ORDERS* ROPE FOR 







AIRMAIL 



You are one of the chosen few to receive a copy of the 
Preliminary Biological Survey of Sand Island-Johnston Atoll. 

The distribution is very limited and we are assigning individual 
copies by number (note upper right hand corner). In general, 
collaborating types, military types. Sand Island field types, 
and POOP staffers GS-9 or above are receiving one copy each. 
Others with a specific need are also honored. Anyway, threat 
with TLC, there is a little part of Binion on each page. 


Sincerely yours. 


(Mrs) Maryanna Smellov 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosure: 

Preliminary Biological Survey of Sand Island-Johnston Atoll 


(Ko. 135) 


Copies of this letter and one copy each of the report also 
sent to: 


Pat Gould 
Ken Amerman 
David Bratley 
Roger Clapp 


No. 136 ,• 



No. 139 


No. 137 
No. 138 
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DIVISION OF BIRDS SMITHSONAIN INSTITUTE 


WASHDC 




032330Z. FOR YOUR INFO - ACTION DESERET EST CENTER FT DOUGLAS UTAH. 
TOS JOHN BUSHMAN BIRD SURVEY 
A. YOUR 2S150 5Z NOTAL 


1. POPULATION EST FOL: 

A. SOOTY TERNS 20,000 DAYTIME, SO, 

B. COMMON NODDY! 700 

C. FRIGATE BIRDS 300, 55 EGGS. « 


NIGHTLY, 10,000 EGGS. 


\ 5 


x to 


REQ 100 FRIGATES NOT BE TAKEN FM SAND IS-AT ANY TIME IF POSSIBLE, 

u. I* K 

DUE SMALL POPULATION AND RESULTING DIFFICULTY IN CAPTURING BIRDS. 

* 

ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE ANY NOW WOULD DISRUPT CURRENT BREEDING CYCLE 


£•> 


THROUGH EGG BREAKAGE AND ABANDONMENT. 

* * 

D. 250 SOOTY TERNS CAN BE SHIPPED ANY TIME. SIGNED K. AMERMAN. 

I t 

*T % 

COAST GUARD LORAN STATION JOHNSTON 






PET .EL PELLETS 



V*e 11, the ST A. BVilTE crew has successfully outlived another 

18 day cruise into the all to familiar unknown# Our new support 

. - . » 

ship, a mine sweeper* si a sight to behold, not to board. In the 


future we will all hive .much Metre respedt for that intrepid crew 
that faces two months aboard an ATF• A >urple feather shaft 
should be a arded to Sibley and sufferers. .'e proddly proclaim, 
however, that there was not a single case of sea-sickness to be 
found amongst our group. Gro t stuff that Dramamine. 

At-sea bird life within the grid area re ched an ail tiice 

IT 

low in ‘ebruary. A total of <54 birds was recorded within this 

area giving an estimated 2,300 ;irds within the 50,000 squsre 

- • • \ . _ /• ,. • . . 

miles of the grid* fourty-seven per-cent of these were boobies, 

. . * 

mostly Red-foots* while 31 % were of the Shearwater-Fetrel-Albatross 
roup. Tropiebirds and Storm Petrels ran 9 % e ;ch. sesne of the 


nore interesting records were as follows* 

1. Laysan Albatross* first occurrence in the grid area. 

2. Jirck-footed Albatross* first occurraace in the id 




a rea. 


One ilrd collected within sight of Johnston Tslond. 

3, Sooty Storm etrel* first tinie have seen this species 
anywhere in our area. It was almost 300 miles SW of Johnston. 

f 

4. Trinadade Pet* ell a first for STARS:-; HE. 

3. Sooty Terns* none seen in the grid area although Sinion 
reports over 50,000 on nearby Sand Island, ’he e do they go? 
6. slue-faced Sooby: collected an adult £erode chet had been 





























bonded in June* 1963* on Whale Island of French Frigate Shoals^ 
Outside the grid area we noticed a general increase in 

Sooty Terns and Red-footed boobies. AH other birds were 

reduced in numbers from -'anuary* 
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Patrick Gould 
Warren King 
Jim Ludwig 
Vin Hoeraan 
Douglas Whitman 
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RED TAPE? 
















Though wit and tact and intellect 
Make 3uch an imposing sound, 

A kick upon the bastand*s ass 
Will leave a bigger mound. 
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TLX098 GOVT PD WASHINGTON DC 3 42 8A EST 
DIVISION OF BIRDS SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 018 
WASHDC 
022340Z. 

A. YOUR 282007Z 

1. MSG TFC ORIGINATED BY BINION AMERSON 12-28 FEB FOLJ 
R 140500Z FM CGLORSTA JOHNSTON TO DIV BIRDS SMITHSONIAN INST 
INFO CJTG 8.6 

-£? 

UNCLAS 

PASS TOS MARYANNA SMELLOW SMALL ARM AUTHORIZATION 

1. PERMISSION HAS BEEN GRANTED BY CJTG 8.6 FOR US TO HAVE A SHOTGUN 
FOR CORRECTING SPECIMENS ON JOHNSTON. IT WILL BE KEPT BY THE SECURITY 
OFFICE ON JOHNSTON IS. UNTIL WE NEED IT. AT WHICH TIME A SECURITY 
OFFICER WILL GO WITH US. 

2. REG IMMEDIATE AUTHORIZATION FROM CONTRACTING AGENT BE FORWARDED 
TO CJTG 8.6 JOHNSTON. 

I 

3. PENDING AUTHORIZATION SEND 12 GUAGE SHOTGUN IMMEDIATELY TO ME 
BE MARKED (ATTEN COMMANDER JTG 8.6). AMMUNITION IS ON HAND. 

SIGNED B. AMERSON 

COAST GUARD LORAN STATION JOHNSTON 
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1. MSG TFC ORIGINATED BY BAKION AMERSON 12-28 FEB FOL! 

R 140500Z FM CGLORSTA JOHNSTON TO DIV BIRDS SMITHSONIAN INST 
INFO CJTG 8.6 

PASS TO* MARYANNA SMELLOW SMALL ARM AUTHORIZATION 
1. PERMISSION HAS BEEN GRANTED BY CJTG 8.6 FOR US TO HAVE A SHOTGUN 
FOR CORRECTING SPECIMENS ON JOHNSTON. IT WILL BE KEPT BY THE SECURITY 
OFFICE ON JOHNSTON IS. UNTIL WE NEED IT. AT WHICH TIME A SECURITY 


OFFICER WILL GO WITH US. 
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2. REO IMMEDIATE AUTHORIZATION FROM CONTRACTING AGENT BE FORWARDED 
TO CJTG 8.6 JOHNSTON. 

3. PENDING AUTHORIZATION SEND 12 GUAGE SHOTGUN IMMEDIATELY TO ME 
BE NARKED (ATTEN COMMANDER JTG 8.6). AMMUNITION IS ON HAND. 


B AMERSON CG LORSTA JOHNSTON 
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U MEEEEEERILL MUST BRING 2 ALUMINUM CLIP BOARDS; 4 HAND COUNTERS? 

» yU * * 

2 DIVIDERS? 2 METAL RULES 4 HEAVY DUTY ROUNDED 15 FOOT EXTENSION 
CORDS? BESIDES BALANCE AND 2 PAIRS GLASSES* 

2. PURCHASE 2 MAN RUBBER LIFE RAFT, OARS, HAND PUMP, PATCHING KIT, 
ETC*, AND AIR SHIP PRONTO* — I 

r >, ? ' * | ‘ " -_ 

. ' * ' 

3* WHAT HAPPENED TO EXTRA TREADLES FOR RAT TRAPS? 

A 

THESE ARE BADLY NEEDED* 

< 

4. SIGNED: W*0. WIRTZ 
RESEARCH CURATOR 

i } % 

PACIFIC PROJECT 
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CG LORAN STATION KURE 
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Hi Mary anna. 



You surprised me, four whole days and you didn't 
get me out of the shower or anything* Seriously, to 
me this is a good sign (I hope) that we have only the 
usual number of troubles* 

With so much school business to catch up on we 
haven’t gotten much visiting done, but its been fun 
anyway and we’re about ready to take off* 

I’ve enclosed the summary of our ^oast Guard work 
in case there is a meeting soon. It should go to Dr. 
Sumphrey immediately so that he can make any changes and 
have it just in case DTC gets on the ball in a hurry. 
I’ve been sending each item in a separate envelope just 
in case something is lost by the pony express out of 
here. 


Say hi to the gal from Lon gisland, Linda and the 
fellows. 




At-Sea Government 
MEMORIUM 

to : All S. I. Personnel date: March, 1964 

from : a G. S. 11 

subject: Preservation of G. S. 11*s 

Square Letter No. 1 

With the forthcoming increase in project personnel it becomes 
necessary to formalize policy concerning research curators. The 
primary goal of a G. S. 11 is to become god within the eyes of the 
organization, and all efforts should be directed toward this end. 

1. All advice to assistants should be considered as encyclicals 
+ atT rirt nwt-r , whether **Motu proprio M or M Chirographi”. 


2. 

The word '•sir** will suffice as an introductory salutation 
to any communication directed toward a research curator. 

3. 

Genuflection is not necessary on the part of assistants, 
although a slight bow from the waist will be considered 
good form. 

4. 

When introducing a research curator to your friends the 
formula M It is my great honour to present*’ should be used. 

5. 

In the reception line to greet people of importance, 
research curators will stand ahead of assistants. 

6* 

In the reception line to greet Maryanna, research curators 
will stand ahead of assistants. 

7. 

d 

In the reception line to be firei assestants will stand 
ahead of research curators. 

8. 

All derogotory statements issued by an Assistant with 
respect to a research curator are subject to heavy penality 
and a fine. 

9. 

The research curator^is entitled to first choice of beds and 
airpland seats. 

10. 

It is considered bad taste to beat a research curator at a 
game of Risk or Acy Duecy. 

11. 

All physical labor should be accomplished by assistants where 
possible, leaving the research curator to ponder the weighty 
questions in his sleep. 

• 

CM 

r*H 

All female specimens must be Inspected by the research curator 
before handling by an assistant. 



2 


13. Species identification by a research curator is not to 
be questioned, especially if a life or year bird is 
concerned. 

14* All research curators are to be given a tribute dinner 
(expensive) at least once a month. 

15. It will be the duty of one selected assistant to taste 
the food and drink of a research curator before he eats 
it. 



A t-Sea Government 
MEMORIUM 


date: 


later in March, 1964 


to : All S. I. Personae! 
from : A G. S. 11 

subject: Revision of Square Letter No. 1 

Square Letter No. 2 


The following additions and corrections to Square Letter No. 1 
are necessary tn order to clarify the standing of G. S. 11's. 

1. Ho. 4 should be read to include not only friends but enamies 
as well. 

2. No. 9 should be amended to include fernhurst. 

3. No. 10 should be amended to include the following: Chess, 
Cribbage, Rummy, Bird Banding, Life Listing, Year Listing, 
and Girl Watching. 

4. All assistants are admonished to laugh at the jokes of 
research curators. 

5. The peniality refered to in No. 8 will include the loss of 
five birds from your life list and ten birds from your year 
list. 


OPTIONAL. FORM NO. JO 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
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TO 


All field party members 


date: 


from : Winston Banko 


subject: Smithsonian Institution - Department of the Interior Cooperation 


The attached recently-signed cooperative agreement, in effect, frees 
Survey members from restrictive regulations of the Bureau of Sports 
Fisheries and Wildlife (or its agent, the Hawaiian Fish and Game Dept.) 
governing activities carried out on islands in the National Wildlife 
Refuge system. At the same time it should be realized that Survey 
members now become directly responsible for their actions on such lands. 

As you know, some necessary Survey activities can be troublesome 
or embarrassing if carried out indiscreetly or at a sub-professional 
level. This is particularly true on National Wildlife Refuges where 
public attention is focused. The molestation or collection of birds, 
disturbance of ecological conditions, and disposal of camp refuse are 
.especially sensitive areas which may become subject to official scrutiny. 
Other points of possible concern are covered in the Code of Federal 
Regulations extract furnished research curators. Copy of Birds 
Protected by Federal Law , and applicable Executive Orders giving the 
status of wildlife lands in the central Pacific Ocean, are also being 
furnished research curators as background information. 

It is suggested that all Survey field party members read the 
subject agreement carefully. Whole-hearted compliance is expected. 


Winston E. Banko 





















Agreement Between The Smithsonian Institution and The Department 

of The Interior for Biological Investigations Conducted Under 

The Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program 

Whereas The Smithsonian Institution, hereinafter referred to as 
the Institution, is the organization responsible for conducting a 
program of biological surveys in the Central Pacific Ocean hereinafter 
referred to as the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program, or the 
Program; and 

Whereas the Department of The Interior, through the Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife hereinafter referred to as the Bureau, 
has jurisdiction over numerous islands, reefs, and lands bounded by 
the Pacific Ocean, including but not limited to Johnston Island and 
the Aleutian Islands and Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuges, 
established and defined as bird and mammal reservations by certain 
Executive and Public Land orders; and 

Whereas information obtained from aforementioned biological 
surveys of islands under jurisdiction of the Bureau are of such 
direct benefit and interest to the Bureau that it would normally under¬ 
take such surveys if funds were available; and 

Whereas said biological surveys can be carried forward in the 
overall interest of the Government and its respective agencies and 
organizations most effectively by mutual cooperation between the 
parties of this agreement; 

How therefore, in consideration of the mutual benefits to be 
derived therefrom, and under the authority contained in the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Act of February 18, 1929 (45 Stat. 1222; 16 U. S.C. 
715), as amended, and the Coordination Act of March 10, 1934, as 
amended by the act of August 14, 1946 (48 Stat. 401, 60 Stat. 1080; 

16 U.S.C. 66l), the Bureau and the Institution agree to the following 
provisions: 

1. The Institution agrees to keep the Bureau informed of scheduled 
entries on refuge lands, to occupy these lands, and to conduct 
its studies in a manner that will least disturb wildlife and 
leave lands at the conclusion of the Program in as near a 
natural condition as possible. The Bureau is directed to waive 
permits for the entry, occupancy, and use of lands for such 
purposes deemed essential by the Institution for carrying out 
necessary Program studies. 














2 . 


The Institution agrees to transport, without cost to the Bureau, 
Bureau personnel or cooperators, their supplies, and equipment to 
and from Pacific Ocean islands in conjunction with scheduled 
Program travel whenever such transport can be done without handicap 
to the Program. 

The Bureau will cooperate in making its personnel, equipment, and 
facilities available to Program personnel at such times and places 
and for such purposes of mutual benefit as may be agreed upon by 
the field representatives of the Bureau and the Institution. 

The Bureau agrees to transport, at cost, Institution personnel, 
supplies, and equipment to and from Pacific Ocean islands whenever 
this is feasible and can be done without handicap to Bureau programs. 


J. The Bureau is directed to waive permits for the collecting of 

biological specimens necessary to satisfy Program objectives; except 
the Institution agrees that the collecting of birds and other wildlife 
will be limited to minimum numbers and that such collections will 
not include the Laysan Buck, the Kihoa miller bird, or other species 
which are found in such small numbers as to be considered rare or 
endangered. 


4. The Institution agrees to keep the Bureau informed, by means of 

periodic reports or other appropriate means, of progress on Program 
surveys. The Institution also agrees to provide reports of collecting 
activities annually or on request, and to furnish to the Bureau at 
least one copy of all unclassified reports concerning the results 
of the Program's surveys in the Pacific Ocean area. 


The Bureau will provide the Institution as desired, with copies of 
all reports of National Wildlife Refuges bordering the Pacific Ocean. 

5. The Institution agrees to exercise all proper and necessary care to 
avoid the unauthorized introduction of exotic fauna or flora 
propagative stock by its field representatives. 


6 . This agreement is subject to modification or termination by mutual 
agreement of the parties hereto, and is subject to cancellation by 
either party for failure of the other to observe the requirements of 
the agreement. 



7 . This agreement shall be in 
terminated by the provisi 


ss sooner 


Secretary, Smithsonian Institution Secretary, Department of interior 




S' 

(date) 
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UNCLAS 


For Deseret Pacific Liaison Officer. 



From AMCPM-DESO. 

Subj: Smithsonian Subcontract with University of Hawaii 

1. Urgent that General Hebbeler meet today with Hr. Bushman 
and Dr. Humphrey to determine propriety of Smithsonian subcontract 
with University of Hawaii. 

2. Approval of subcontract desired by Contracting Officer 
(Mr. Sanders), Ft Detrick, Md, not later than 16 Mar 64. Mr. 
Bushman aware of subcontract particulars. 

3. Dr. Humphrey familar with entire problem which involves 


accomplishment of ecology and epidemiological survey. University 
of Hawaii proposes immediate withdrawal of support if subcontract 
disapproved. 

13 

Mar 1964 

« 

AMCPM-DESO 
LCol E. F. Them 

57887/59456 1 1 

UNCLASSIFIED 


$ 


E. F. THEM 
Lt Col, CmlC 
DTC Liaison Officer 
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FAIR! ISLAND TIMES 


"SEEPAGE FROM THE GUANO PITS" 


Although "Splatterings" beat us to press we wish to report that the 
Fairy Island Times and Seepage were being written before Binion 
departed Washington. Our isolation from civilization however* prevented 
us from going to press until this late date. 

We arenow sitting in the hot steamy harbour of Pago Pago Thatching 

the Mack Trucks go by. After twelve drinks Fay claimed that they 

; 

were almost attractive. The rest of us still contend that there are 
no females on the island. 

^V- * '‘T- ’ •' • - .A - • V. j >*-• ; v,y--: ■ v..wVi '< ' Z 'z £:*-'■[ *j. v.?' i'.-."4 •• r • Cy. V -_v* ■-*' 

* . , ' - \ - . ' ' -V \ • 

The past month*s work has now been recorded and reported and everyone 
would as soon forget that therd had ever been a Feb. 1964 (except for 
Roger who has been taking so many tranquillizers that he is not quite 
sure what year it is.) The Fairy Island Times reports the humor and 
high points of the last few weeks. Roger Clapp did 1600 birds in 
one night to prove that No-Doz really works. Shortage of birds prevented 
other records but the group broke 4500 for the first time in one night. 

An attempt to band 1000 Wedge-tailed Shearwaters in one night by one 
person was foiled since everyone else tryed to do it the same night. 

Out side of banding Ray Jilison has the distinction of being on the 
first rubber boat to be flipped end over end by a wave. Larry Huber 
made headlines by mistaking Poi for chocolate pudding in the Canton 
chow line. Records are no longer listed for continuous banding or 
minimi hours of sleep as these records are now so high as to make 
further records immaterial. 

In our spare time we have been running small classes on shell 
collecting, fish identifica tion, marine invertebrates, and botanical 
illustrating. All attsmpts to organize bird watching groups 







FAiRl iSJJU'iK Tli-ISS JEEP AGE" cont. 


have been met oy comments like "How much ot a. good cuing can you taice". 

The biggest news yet is the fact that no one has oeen seasick on 
this cruise* This is in large part due to the fact that our roughest 
weather has been in the PHOemx Islands where we spent very little time 
aboard. Altnough the radar has not been working the rough seas would 
have wiped it out completely during all of our time in the Pnoerdx grou; 

The Piggyback lab continues to be a hone away from home for our 
weary travelers. We are, however, packed into it like sardines m a 
can when all the equipment is aboard and it usually resembles a pig pen 
rather than a piggy back after we come off the islands. 

Ray has grown a beard and the captain is t:ireatening to cutt off 
one of Rayis ears so he will really look like Van Gogh. Roger gave 
everyone an attitude test to determine their feelings toward marraige 
and was amzed to find that he is the most likely one to cross the 
line (???R„B,SV I guess that rules out wedding cells for this 
lot of m sfits. Larry has been voted Journalist of the Year 
(bee rest of Issub) and Doug has been so quiet (esicept for 
occasional remarks like "I hear a broad-winged hawk ") that no one 
is sure if he came along or not. 

There has been considerable mumbling in the ranks about visiting 
islands where all the birds are banded. If we don’t find a virgin 
island shortly half tne party will probably jump ship and go to 
Kidway where the birds are still unbanded, leeringly year listing 

has been replaced oy banding and one continually hears the 

* (F.C.b. claims queasiness and inability to keep down food do not 
count. R.B.t .) 






FAiRI ISLAND TIMES "SEEPAGE* 

i 

* 

. 

old chanllenge, "whats you total for the year?" except that it now 
refers to numoers of birds banded. 

Me is not mentioned in the above * because of other commitments. 

I have to work 24 hours a day at maintianing my reputation for never 
sleeping. 



- ’ 

A guy walked into a bar with an alligator one day. He stepped 
up to the bar, and asked, "Do you servo niggers in here?" 

The bartender said"sure". "OK" said the guy "Bring me a beer, 
and a nigger for my alligator." 



Once upon a time there was a little kid who was very fond of 
a policeman’s horse. (Such things happen^ Every day before he 
went to school he stopped and fed the horse a doughnut (The 
horse was very fond of doughnuts) just before he went to school. 

This went on for months and months but one day the kid showed 
up and the policeman had a different horse. He was very disappointed 
but since he had saved all his doughnuts for the horse, asked 
the policeman if he could feed this horse too. The policeman 
acquiesced, and the kid tryed to feed the horse the doughnuts. 

Nothing happened, the horse just wasn't interested. The kid 
felt really bad about it, until the policeman said, "Don't 
take it so hard, v td. i>>i« * ~ hart a hors- a 

NOTE PARTY IEADER DIRECTIVE NO 1 

"All S.I. personnel wishing to show their respect to their 
betters by saluting are reminded that the one-fingered salute 
is out this year. (See art.6, page 2, line 4 of Military 
Etiquette for S.I. Personnel) 




* (I don't dare. Blasphemy is viewed as a very serious offense. R.B.C.) 







SPORTS 


•F.tlRj ' ISLAND TEES 

"FASTEST PUSSY CHASER IN THE PACIFIC" 

Larry (Wonderboy) Huber has again won the laurels in the Annual 
Howland-Baker Pussy-Stomping Frolic. Huber outdistanced three 
pussy in as many hours delivering the coup with his revolutionary 
Two-Foot Stomp (from two feet away or with two feet depending on 
his mood of the moment) Huber states that there is no essential 
difference in black, yellow, and white pussy but admits to a slight 
bias in favor of black pussy. 

C.D. Hackman, a traditionalist, won honors in the Pussy Place Kick 
delivering a classical end over end flight which was admired by all 
observers (except Huber who was stomping at the time) . When asked 
how he managed to deliver the blow with such esthetic success, 
he replied " I stumbled". 

" IS THIS A RECORD" 

• ....... . - 

We have heard by flying frigate that a rival team has amassed 
a total of 7000 Sooty Terns in two weeks. Our editorial staff feels 
that this 5 r, « comer labl© effort but really should be considered 
an amateur effort. A banding team composed of Hackman, Clapp, and 
Huber has beaten this record handily. In 4 nights they banded 
3900 sooty tern between them. The ATF banding crew offers to 
outband on a 2-1 ratio any other team staffed by Poop-troops from 
2 man to 5 man teams. We accept any challenge on either a speed 


or endurance basis. 





LITERATURE 


FAIRY ISLAND TIMES 
- > > 


One often thinks of the serious scientist as a prosaic, dull individual 
deeply immersed in the parsuit of dry and devious data. Today’s column 
•will consist of excerpts from the journal of a dedicated young scientist 
earnestly pursuing the search for enlightenment and knowledge. Ponder 
if you will on the depth of thoughtand feeling which comes from the 


innermost recesses of his soul as he seeks out the mysteries of nature 

From the Journal of L.N. Huber 

On Insomnia 







Jan 30 


Jan 30 


Woke up at 6s00 this morning with my trusty bottle of collins 
mixer and cookies. Didn’t sleep much last night - I’m glad 
I had collin’s mixer or I would have had an even worse night. 

On Women 

Tina (a little on the plump side) came over this evening. There 
are a lot of good loteking girls around here but most of them 
are walking around in their dirty bare feet and ugly sack dresses, 
I haven’t seen many Golden Plovers around here this trip. I hate 
sack dfesses. I got the usual city birds of Honolulu on my year 
list. Tina appear to weigh about 135 lbs, sort of a blond hair 
and is very talkative. I don’t like blonds too well. 

On Birding 

Feb. 2 Roger kept wandering around trying to conjure up a Chinese 

thrush and King was lust conjuring up-- 

On Being a Gourmet 

Feb. 5 Had meat and potatoes on toast for breakfast. I felt extra lousy 
so I ate it. 

On Sports 

Feb. 11 Went out after boobies again, stomped one cat, but was too 
tired to remain on it and Fred finally stomped it to death. 

Books Briefly Noted 

“I was a Teen-Age Scapegoat" by L.N. Huber. (In this series of essays 
Huber replies to his many critics. It hasn’t sold well.) 

"Confessions of a Booby Lover" ty R.R. Jillson (The reviewer found tnis 
novel more sensationalal than "F^nny Hill" It tells of the adventures 
of a Jazz Musician on the torrid tropical isles. An excerpt: 
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tt She was sitting there on the beach, 
moonlight,, I crept up on her* sprung 


her slim white body gleaming in the 
forward and grabbed her by the 


neck# She fought wildly but soon was making passionate bites on my 
thigh# Mien I had had my way with her , I threw her roughly from me 


and she staggled dazedly down the beach# M 



M How I Became God” by F«C* Sibley ( L*N*Huber 


comment on this typical Horatio Alger tale* His 
unfinished as he was struck by a bolt ofHHMNdy 


noted critic , offered 
remarks remained 



^ v * 


ISLAND TIMES 


HOME AND GARDEN 


AUGGIE VAN BIRDEN'S 


ADVICE TO THE LIFE LISTER 


Dear Auggie: 

On a recent YAG trip I feel certain I discovered a new species of 
shearwater. It was black, white, and brown. I would like to name it the 
YAG shearwater. Can I do this? Please answer in your column because I 
desperately need this bird for my year list. It will feive me a total 
of 300 species for the central pacific ocean. WK 

A. Why not, bubjl I got 330 species in the same area last year and feel 
certain that at least ten of them were new species. Your accurate 
description leads me to believe that yours is also a previously 
undiscovered species. With luck you may find the thirty species 
I had. 




Dear Auggie * 

Hy friends all say that Sula dactylatra is a Blue-faced Booty. 

They all laugh and sneer when I call it a Masked Booby. Please tell 
me they are a different species because they 1 11 give me 302 species for 
the year, W.K. 

A. Sorry bub, your friends win this one, you*11 just have to settle for 301 
Dear Auggie; 

I am stuck in the office while the rest of the guys are out in the 
field racking up species for their year lists. I am confident, however, 
that I can identify the various species in the radar photos they send me. 

For example the Wedge-tailed Shearwater makes a bigger blip than does the 
Audubon’s and species such as Harcourt’s Storom Petrel hardly 

show up at all. Can I legally list those species on my year list. 

C.E. 


No 




- 






mmm 
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v :rt island times 


"FROM THE PANSY PATCH" 




(Brief notes on Samoan flora and fauna) 


Why do the Saiaoan boys wear flowers behind their ears and what does 
it mean? Why don't the Samoan girls wear flowers behind their ears 
and what does this mean? Does a secret code known only to the Samoan 
"he-shes" exist? We have noticed that the "fellahs" on the left, 
when two are holding hands, always wear yellow flowers whereas those 
on the right always wear red flowers. Doubtless, this is significant. 

We have also observed that, after only two days in Samoa, various members 
of the expedition have been wearing such items as cigarettes and 
pencils behind their ears. This too, must be significant. 


POETRY 


"There once was a collector named Fred" 


" Who shot all the birds with hot lead" 


" One day he shot Larry" 




" Who wouldn't fetch and carry" 



" The Killing had gone to his head," 



HUMOR ? 


Q What do you get if you cross a Poiack and a gorilla 


A A dumb gorilla, 

Q What do you get if you cross a penguin and a secretary bird? 
A A fountain-penguin, 

Q What do you get if you cross Larry Huber? 

A A Rosy-Faced Sulk, 













